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       MODERATOR’S MUSINGS 

      WORSHIP AT COMMUNITY UCC 
                                      IN THE PULPIT... 

May 3rd - Sarah Noceda 

May 10th - Pastor Karen Bush 

May 17th - Habitat for Humanity 

   The deadline for the next Communigram is May 22nd at Noon. 

COMMUNITY UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
JUST PEACE , PROGRESSIVE , 

LGBTQ OPEN AND AFFIRMING 

 For Community United Church of Christ, the Building With Faith in The Future capital campaign is an 
opportunity not only to take our church building to new heights of beauty and stability, but also to enhance and solidify 
what we’ve been doing as a congregation for more than a century and a half. Over the past 150 years, the members of 
this church have committed thousands of hours and countless resources to oppose injustice and discrimination and to 
support equal rights for all. With the support of our members and friends, we can build on our tradition of progressive 
Christianity and social justice. 
 The power of this support can’t be overstated. Let me give you one example: In 1855, the fledgling First 
Congregational Church, the first and oldest of the three churches that make up CUCC, was not only searching for a 
permanent place of worship, but doing so without a full time pastor. The Congregational Building Society raised and 
donated almost $200 dollars toward the effort. That fund, together with the gifts of money, labor, and material made 
possible the completion of the $1,000 building we have come to know as “The Goose Pond Church.” It is not a stretch 
to say that the 150-year-old building fund is still at work today. 
 During the 1987 campaign, the building fund worked to make our church more welcoming to more people, 
adding a wheelchair accessible entrance, an elevator, and five classrooms for our Sunday School program. Today, we 
continue focusing on structural changes that will allow us to more effectively share our gifts and open our doors to more 
people. 
 The goal of this campaign is an ambitious endeavor, but so was starting a Congregational Church in 1853 with 
seven people with a desire for democracy, so was standing against slavery, so are Sunday school, choir, Youth Group 
mission trips, and weekly worship that provide us with words and music to inspire us. 
 

 Our mission remains the three pillars that have sustained us for 150 years:  
Ø  Practicing Progressive Christianity 
Ø  Seeking a Just Peace for All  
Ø  Creating an Open and Affirming  welcoming community 

 

 Our vision is a church with an even stronger individual and community impact. I invite you to join us in our 
efforts to take our church to new heights of excellence by offering support to the Building with Faith in the Future 
Capital Campaign. 
 Many thanks to Vicky, Michelle, and Kellee for putting these words to my pen (actually keyboard). And if you 
wish to make a pledge to this campaign, see any one of them for materials. Thank you! 
            ~Tom 
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         From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

Dear CUCC family and friends, 
 Life is springing up all over the corner of Sixth and Daniel Streets.  Grass shoots are sprouting, bushes are 
leafing, flowers are blooming, the new western side walk is ready, the parlor is painted, and every day a new area of 
our building is brought a step closer to being fresh, new, and more functional.   
 Life is, indeed, springing up all over at Community United Church of Christ.  The beautiful and inspiring 
Cantata, the full pews filled with family and friends on Easter Sunday, eleven new members brought into the fold, 
worship led by our students, our faculty, our seniors, our staff, and our children.  Our common life together is truly 
blessed - and is a blessing. 
 Praise God from Whom all blessings flow! 
 
 ~Pastor Karen 
 

   
 

 
 
 
   Twenty-Third Psalm for Busy People 
 
The Lord is my pacesetter, I shall not rush. 
He makes me stop and rest for quiet intervals. 
He provides me with images of stillness, which restore my serenity. 
He leads me in ways of efficiency; through calmness of mind, And his guidance is peace. 
Even though I have many things to accomplish each day I will not fret, for his presence is here. 
His timelessness, his all importance will keep me in balance. 
He prepares refreshment and renewal in the midst of my activity. 
By anointing my mind with his oils of tranquility, My cup of joyous energy overflows. 
Surely harmony and effectiveness shall be the fruits of my hours. 
For I shall walk in the pace of my Lord, and dwell in his house forever. 
        

      ~Author unknown 
      Submitted by Linda Morgan, Faith Community Nurse   
   

       The CUCC Care Team 

 

Dear CUCC family, 
 

 The Care Team initiated by Linda Morgan and Karen Bush is in place and underway. We know there are many 
ways CUCC members reach out in care to others. This Care Team is specifically in place to be sure no one is 
inadvertently left out, and that we are extending our care around those in acute and chronic situations. Please let us 
know if there are others with whom we should make contact! Please let us know if you or your family have needs for 
which we might be of help, or if we may hold you in prayer.  
 
         ~The Care Team 
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     Building with Faith in the Future 
                                        Community UCC Capital Campaign 

 

Campaign Update:  After four small group meetings between members of our congregation and Bob Devine of 
Devine Engineering, the “Building with Faith in the Future” Capital Campaign Pledge Drive began on Sunday, April 5th.  As 
of April 26th, we have 22 pledges for $210,940  towards our goal of 61 pledges and $425,000.  This is a tremendous start, 
but in the month of May we will all need to fully commit to this campaign if we are to reach our goal. 

This campaign is ambitious by necessity. With the support of the congregation in the next year, it is proposed that 
we will not only renovate our decrepit Fellowship Hall kitchen into a safe modern space of which we can all be proud, but 
we will also replace our aging, inefficient steam boiler heating system into a modern forced air system that will be not only 
be cheaper to run, but more environmentally responsible. 

The Buildings and Grounds Team has already begun the necessary preparatory work using funds that are already in 
our church budget, but to complete the work, each of us must do our part in whatever way we are able.  The estimated 
total cost for this project is $550,000.  The closer our pledge commitments get to this amount the more work we will be 
able to do in the immediate future. 

For the next few weeks during Sunday Worship, you will hear stories from fellow members about what this 
church has meant to them and why it is important for our future to participate in this campaign. We hope that you will join 
with them in prayerfully considering  making a pledge commitment for this capital campaign.  

If you have any questions about the Capital Campaign, please contact Michelle Franke or Vicky Robertson of the 
Financial Development Team. We will be happy to speak to you.  If you have any questions about the actual renovation 
work, please contact Jennifer Kelleher or Deirdre Lanneskog of the Building and Grounds Team. 

 
Michelle Franke    Vicky Robertson 
frankemichellex2@gmail.com  victoriarobertson1@comcast.net 
355-5160    398-8932 

Community UCC Capital Campaign Pledge Card 

I/We ______________________________________________________________ 
 (Name) 
Of ________________________________________________________________ 
 (Address where quarterly report should be sent) 
 
Choose to make a pledge to the Building with Faith in the Future Capital Campaign in the amount of $ ___________ to 
be paid as follows: 

$                 Weekly x 156 weeks or 

$                 Monthly x 36 months or 

$                 Outright gift 

If my/our financial situation should change in such a way as to require a re-evaluation of the pledge amount, I/we will 
notify the church financial secretary of that fact to facilitate church planning. 
 

Capital Campaign pledges may be placed in the offering plate during Sunday Worship or mailed to the church in the care of our 
Financial Secretary, Tom Watembach. 
 
Community United Church of Christ 
805 S. Sixth St. 
Champaign, IL. 61820 
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          Reminder -  Crop Walk Coming May 3rd 
 

 The 2009 Crop Walk will be a Memorial walk for Curt Wilson who was Treasurer and Registrar for CROP since it 
began in Champaign-Urbana in 1992.  Since Curt was also an active member of CUCC, we hope to have a big group of walkers 
and a large amount of money raised from CUCC. 
 CROP Walk is the original walk for charity.  It began after WW II when farmers in North Dakota actually gleaned 
their grain fields and sent the grain to hungry Europe.  In a few years, raising money rather than gleaning was deemed more 
practical.  CROP works through Church World Service (CWS) with the CROP emphasis on feeding hungry people.  CWS is a 
Christian organization that works in most countries in the world.  CWS works through local partners in each country and is 
very efficient in the use of money (Curt and I visited India some years ago and observed the way the money was spent - we 
were impressed).  The Regional director of CWS/CROP in St. Louis is coming to join our walk as a tribute to Curt and others 
who have kept CROP going for at least 18 years, each year increasing the amount of money raised.   
 On Sunday, May 3rd, there will be a commissioning for the ten or more walkers, who include David Wilson, son of Jan 
and Curt Wilson, at CUCC.   After, we will join others at 1:45 pm at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church located at 2101 South 
Prospect, Champaign.  There will be a brief service at the church, distribution of maps of the walk route, instructions, and a 
dedication of the walkers.  We leave the church around 2:15 pm for the 10K walk (6.25 miles).  The route is always circular so 
if you cannot walk that far, you can cut across and return.  A van circulates the route and is in contact with those at the church 
if any walker has a problem or needs a ride. 
 The sign up to walk, walk envelopes, and the opportunity to contribute to a walker began on Sunday, March 29th.  We 
hope to have each walker raise at least $100.  Several have raise considerably more.  CUCC raised $1855 in 2008.  
Contributions can also be made at the CROP secure website: www.cu-cropwalk.org.  Tell your out of town relatives and 
friends about the website! 
  
 Thank you! 
 Jan Wilson and Iris Frillman 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               Building with Faith in the Future 
                         Community UCC Capital Campaign 

 

       Sunday, May 31st: Celebration Sunday 
 
This is the day the Congregation will gather and joyfully celebrate our Building with Faith in the Future Capital Campaign. 
We will take our first step forward in fulfilling our commitments as we thank God for the opportunity to share his love and 
move forward by faith.  Please plan to join us for lunch immediately following the worship service. 
If we have all the information gathered at that time, we will also use take advantage of this time together to hold a 
Congregational vote on how to go forward with the renovation of the kitchen and heating system. 
 

Michelle Franke and Vicky Robertson 
Financial Development Team 
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An Update from the Buildings and Grounds Team 

 

 Thank you to all who were able to attend the “Building for the Future” capital campaign informational meetings.  The 
groups provided invaluable input from the people who have lovingly cared for the building in the past and helped us visualize 
– together – our future. 
 Guiding us through the building rehabilitation and renovation process are:  Bob Devine, Mechanical Engineer, Guy 
Hampel, Architect, and Karen Devine, Interior Designer.  The three will work together throughout the design process; Bob 
will serve as the overall Project Coordinator.  The team has extensive experience with older structures and they are 
committed to working with us to stabilize, restore, and improve our building. 
 As Bob outlined in his presentation, our first priority is to stabilize the building and keep water out.  The work 
completed or in progress includes: 
 

• Removal of the rotting, inefficient windows on the west side of Fellowship Hall; 
• Re-routing of the downspouts on the west side of the building into a main municipal drain; 
• Filling in the window wells on the west side of the building; 
• Removal of the sidewalk on the west side of the building and replacement with concrete that slopes 

away from the building;  
• Creation of a curb that serves as a dam to water in the parking lot; 
• Extending the concrete around the southwest side of the building; 
• A new bike rack on the southwest side of the building. 

 
 The second priority is to remove asbestos from designated areas of the building.  Please note that when properly 
contained, as it is throughout CUCC, asbestos poses no danger to humans.  Before we can proceed with specific maintenance 
or renovation work, however, the asbestos must be removed by qualified contractors.  The work completed or in process 
includes: 
 

• Opening the drywall in the soffits covering asbestos-wrapped pipes in the Fellowship Hall; 
• Abatement of asbestos insulation wrapped around pipes in the basement of the building; 
• Removal of asbestos-containing tile and glue in the basement kitchen and a small section of the 

Fellowship Hall (requiring removal of an area of carpet). 
 
 Projects to improve the appearance of the building include: 
 

• Patching drywall in the Parlor and repainting walls and trim; 
• Painting entry-ways and the upstairs hall; 
• Patching and painting the center tower stairs. 

 
 There will be dust, there will be ladders, there will partially-painted walls – but there will be progress!   It is the 
intention of the Buildings and Grounds team to keep everyone as informed as possible about upcoming work – we thank you 
for your understanding, flexibility, and vision. Please note that all of this preliminary work is being paid for with money 
already on hand in various CUCC building funds. 
 Please don’t hesitate to contact any member of the Buildings and Grounds team – Scott Bush, Jennifer Kelleher, and 
Deirdre Lanesskog – with any questions. 



VOLUME 41, ISSUE 5 PAGE 8 

 

  What Do Dinners, Biking, and the Fourth of July Have in Common at CUCC? 
 

 They are all part of our Community Building efforts brought to you by the Community Building co-chairs, Scott Bush 
and Susan Schnuer. 
 May is the month for the Springside dinners. More than 55 people have signed up and we have 7 locations for the 
dinners on Sunday, May 3rd from 6:00-8:00 pm.  Child-care is provided at church. If you signed up, your host should be in 
contact with you before Friday, April 24th.  If you have not heard by then, please contact Peggy Wade at 352-4927.  Peggy is 
covering for Susan who will be out of the country for the next few weeks (back in time for the Springside dinners however). 
 Late May (almost June) will be a wonderful time for the next event, a bike ride.  On Saturday May 30th  CUCC 
members and friends can sign up to participate as a group in  the Tour de Builds Ride Community Ride.  You can go to the website 
for more information: http://tourdebuilds.eventbrite.com/.  Note this is a very family friendly activity. 
 Since we want to register as a group, it would be best if you sent an email to Hailee at the Church at info@community-
ucc.org with the subject line indicating Tour de Builds.  You can also call the office and give Hailee the information.  In your 
note please state your name and what length course you want to do. If you are signing several people up, please let her know all 
the names and length of ride.  Please let us know if you are interested by MAY 15th. 
 The cost is $100 for a group of 11 riders.  We will collect the funds after we submit the registration.  Jeanne Ward has 
some CUCC t-shirts for sale and it would be great to have all the CUCC members wearing them. 
  

 Tour de Builds Community Ride  
A benefit for Women Build Homes in partnership with ChampaignCountyBikes.org! 
Four routes ranging from 3 to 60 miles will give riders of all skill levels an opportunity to see the homes Champaign County has 
built with local low-income families. 
3 mile: http://www.gmap-pedometer.com/?r=2614634 
5 mile: http://www.gmap-pedometer.com/?r=2614604 
30 mile: http://www.gmap-pedometer.com/?r=2614710   
60 mile: http://www.gmap-pedometer.com/?r=2614751 
 All but the longest route will have skilled riders available to review road safety and lead groups (see ticket details). 
Riders are encouraged to leave our starting point, the ReStore at 119 E. University, between 7:30 am and 12:00 pm Please 
check in before beginning your ride.  
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 At the close of the ride, get to know Habitat home owners, enjoy music and find out more about biking in this 
community.  Advance registration runs from April 1st - May 15th. All registrations are final and non-refundable. The cost for 
registration the day of the ride goes up by $5. 
 July – Plan to join the CUCC team as we march in the 4th of July parade. 
 
 Questions or comments, please contact Scott Bush or Susan Schnuer. 
 
 
 
 
 



     Spring is Almost Here and That Means it's Time for SOFTBALL! 
 

 Wondering what to do on Monday nights this summer?  Join the church softball team and have fun playing softball!  
Games start May 4 and we NEED players.  Even if you can't make all the games, please let us know if you are interested.  
Please e-mail David at david@gerstenecker.net or call Sophie at 344-8251 if you would like to be part of the fun. 
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     Women’s Book Group 
 

 Women of the Church, if you would enjoy weekly conversations about books and the rest of our lives, join us at the 
Women's Book Group on Saturday mornings.  We meet weekly at the Espresso Royale on Neil Street, just north of Kirby. 
It's strictly a "come when you can" type of endeavor, so come join us even if you can't be a "regular".    Although we spend 
at least a part of our time each week talking about books, there is a fair amount of conversation about other topics as 
well.  It's always fun!   For more information, contact the church office.  Our upcoming focus books are listed below:  
  

    May - The Beet Queen by Louise Erdrich 
    June - The Secret Garden by  Frances Hodgson Burnett 
    July - American Wife by Curtis Sittenfeld 
    August - The Space Between Us by Thrity Umrigar 
    September - Run by Ann Patchett 
    October - Revolutionary Road by Richard Yates 
 
 

   Second Annual CUCC Parking Lot Sale 
 

 As your doing spring cleaning and emptying out your closets, please keep CUCC in mind.  The Second Annual 
CUCC Parking Lot Sale is tentatively scheduled for August 22nd and if we are going to beat last year’s outstanding total of 
$2000, we’re going to need all of your good “stuff”.  (Small pieces of furniture for apartments and dorm rooms sold 
particularly well, as did adult winter coats.)  If you don’t have room to store your items until August, let me know and 
we’ll figure something out. 
           Thanks, 
             Vicky Robertson 
            Financial Resources Development Team 

                The 8 Points of Progressive Christianity: Pluralism 
 
By calling ourselves progressive, we mean we are Christians who recognize the faithfulness of other people who have 
other names for the way to God's realm, and acknowledge that their ways are true for them, as our ways are true for us.  
 
The Center for Progressive Christianity (tcpc.org) 
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            4th of July Parade 
 
 Are you going to be in town for the 4th of July?  If so, we would love to have you join your church family for a 
CUCC 4th of July parade entry!   Because we were in a transitional period last year at this time, we didn't have an entry.  But 
this year, the theme of the parade is the "Lasting Legacy of Lincoln" and the Goose Pond Church part of our history would fit 
in beautifully!   We have several people who have already expressed an interest.   But before we send in our application, we 
need to have some idea of how many would participate and what type of entry we could have.   Would you please contact the 
church office and leave your name if any of the following is true: 
 

1. You might be available to walk (or ride in a truck or on a trailer) as part of our parade entry 
2. You have an idea of how we might be able to replicate or represent the Goose Pond Church as part of our entry; 
3. You have a truck or trailer that might be available for us to use as part of the parade.    
 

 Help us share what we have  here at Community with the larger community here in Champaign - Urbana!    
 
 

       CUCC Nursery Staff Available for Summer Babysitting 
 

  Ms. Lauren Knutsen and Ms. Jessica Bush, both staff members of CUCC’s nursery, would like to be considered as 
possible babysitters’ for church members who may need a little break from their little ones during the summer months. 
Please contact Lauren at knutsen2@illinois.edu or Jessica Bush at jmbush511@yahoo.com for their availability. 

College 

Mike Allen 
Scott Banjovic 
Mallory Casporson 
Nichol Chantofalsky 
Carl Duffield 
Shannon Fitzpatrick 
Mark Goodwin 
Nigel Knopf (transferring) 
Margie Matthewson 
Kim Vogler 

 High School 
Jefff Offenbecher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8th Grade 
Trevor Bush 
Paul Kordik 
 
 
 

 
 

                        CUCC Celebrates Our 2009 Graduates! 
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           Watch Out For The Youth Groups Next Fundraiser in May! 

 

                   Upcoming UCC Conference Meetings - You’re Invited! 
 

 The Eastern Association of the United Church of Christ Conference will be held on May 8th and 9th at Pilgrim Park 
Camp and Conference Center.   The Illinois Conference Meeting will be held in Springfield on June 3rd through 5th.  If you 
are interested in attending either event or would like more information, please contact Pastor Karen as soon as possible. 

 

Prayer and Awareness 
 

We want to help keep our community connected with one another.  Please let Pastor Karen or our parish nurse, 
Linda Morgan, know if you or your loved one would appreciate being in our  

on-going CUCC Prayer and Awareness List. 

Interested In Becoming More Involved in the CUCC Community? 
 

The Liturgical Team and the Community Care Team are always looking for new  volunteers.  If you are interested in par-
ticipating or would like more information, please contact Pastor Karen. 

                 The Geek Squad! 
 

 Are you computer geek?  Would you be willing to help someone who is not?  We have wonderful members of our 
community who have the correct computer equipment but not the expertise to "get it all going".  If you would be willing 
to "adopt" one or two stumped computer owners to help them get "on line" please email Pastor Karen. 
 A little help can go a long way to helping a friend get connected with so much! 

                                             CUCC PHONE TREE 
 

 We are in the process of developing a phone tree in order to make sure that all members receive urgent news as 
soon as possible.  If you do not receive email and would like to be included in the CUCC phone tree , please call the 
church office and speak with Hailee.   

         CUCC Directory 
 We are in the final stages of completing the updated CUCC Directory and hope to get it to you shortly.  If you 
have recently moved, changed your contact information, or would like the content of your listing to appear differently than 
it did in last year’s Directory, please call or email Hailee (info@community-ucc.org/344-5091) by Friday, May 8th.  
There will also be a hard copy of the list in the back of the Sanctuary so that you may verify your information and make 
changes directly to the document.  Thank you for your help and we apologize for the delay. 
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Transition Pastor/Campus Minister:   
Rev. Karen Bush 
karen@community-ucc.org 
 

Religious Education Director: 
Sarah Noceda 
sarah@community-ucc.org 
 

Choir Director: Robert Smith 
smithrob@champaignschools.org 
 

Organist: Linda Vaughn 
lindavaughn@community-ucc.org 
 

Office Manager: Hailee Osterer  
info@community-ucc.org 
 

Faith Community Nurses:  
Linda Morgan, Jennifer Kelleher, and 
Faith Roberts 
 

Community Life Calendar Keeper:   
David Gerstenecker  
calendar@communiy-ucc.rg 
 

Child Care Providers:  Jessica Bush, 
Lauren Knutsen, and Kathryn Scott 
 

Children’s Choir Director: 
Christina Vergilio 
cvirgil3@illinois.edu 
 

Sunday Regular Schedule  

9:00 am Sunday School  
 

 9:15 am Choir Rehearsal 
 

10:15 am Worship  
After the Children’s Time,  

children up to 4 years old are welcome 
 in the nursery.   

 

11:30 am Community Time 
 

   6:00 pm CUCC Youth Group 

COMMUNITY UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
JUST PEACE, PROGRESSIVE, 

LGBTQ OPEN AND 
AFFIRMING 

Church Staff 

Return Service Requested 


