Congratulations on your decision to walk in Holy Union together. What a difficult,
worthwhile journey you have chosen! We are grateful that you have chosen to include usas a
community of faith to support and surround you in your journey together. We hope we can be a
part of the joy and love found in your Holy Union celebration. As we go forward together, we
hope to make choices that honor your commitment and our faith community.

A Holy Union celebration is more than a public ceremony. A Holy Unionisaso a
worship service of a deeply spiritual nature that is not to be taken lightly or as a matter of
convenience. Give serious thought, then, to what you want your ceremony to say to those present.
Consider how each partner wants to communicate alifelong, deep, and abiding love for the other
person throughout this ceremony. We believe God is part of al relationships and Holy Unions
represent the steadfast, covenantal, and passionate love of God. Holy Unions should publicly state
what the couple has come to know privately and proclaim the presence of God in that
relationship.

Community United Church of Christ isalso an open and affirming community. We
encourage same gender and different gender couplesto enter into lifelong covenantal partnerships
as part of God’s plan. Because we recognize that our governmental institutions have not evolved
to arecognition of same gender Holy Unions, we believe we can only offer to different gender
couples what we offer to same gender couples. Therefore, for all couples we offer only areligious
ceremony. Different gender couples also interested in acivil ceremony, should arrange for a
justice of the peace, or similar governmental authority, to sign the marriage certificate. Our hope
and prayer isthat the reality we know and in which we participate with Holy Unions will become
thereality for al couples.

The policy of Community United Church of Christ isthat the Pastors and the
Organist/Pianist have first right of refusal for a Holy Union performed within the church building.
The Pastors are very open to co-officiating with another faith leader who has historical
relationship with or particular meaning for the couple with the understanding that the Pastors
would still maintain leadership within the church building.

Recommendations;

4 If neither person is a member, associate member of Community United Church of
Christ. Please have the Holy Union sponsored by a member or associate member
within the church.

4 Rev. Mulberry requires four to five counseling sessions with the couple, or, if coming
from a distance, another certified counselor should lead the couple through the
Prepare/Enrich counseling materials. (See www.lifeinnovations.com ) for possible
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counselorsin a proximate geographical area.) A $35 check written out to
“Life Innovations, Inc.” isrequired to process inventories filled out at the first
counseling session. Please have the check ready for the first session. A
minimum of three to four months is required for this counseling and at least
one follow-up counseling session, within the first year, is recommended.

There shall be arehearsal, in proximate relationship to the actual ceremony. If
at al possible, rehearsals should include all musicians and participants who
areinvolved in the actual Holy Union service. Please stressthat all people
should be on timefor therehearsal. Do not schedule for an earlier time
knowing that key participantswill be late.

o Atthedressrehearsal, Rev. Mulberry shall lead through the entire service
once, stopping to give direction and then go through the basics of the
service again without stopping.

No flash photography is allowed. Please share this policy with your
photographer. Please also ask your photographer or videographer to use
foresight in setting up cameras or in taking pictures during the Holy Union
ceremony and discretion in moving from place to place during the Holy Union
ceremony.

Please respect church property throughout the process from counseling
through rehearsal to ceremony. This respect includes asking permission to use
specific church property remaining only in areas of the church building
necessary for your counseling, rehearsal, and Holy Union ceremony. No
smoking or alcohol is allowed on church grounds. Please delegate people to
clean up after use of the church grounds or building and to gather all items left
from the ceremony. Do not deface or destroy pianos, pews, carpeting, (etc).
Any damage to property or extra cleaning costs will be charged to the couple
or their sponsor.

There are certain costs for a Holy Union ceremony you are expected to
assume if you are using church buildings or staff. If you are a member or
associate member, there is not payment for church buildings or the pastors.
Attached please find the payment and policy for the organist/pianist. If you
are not amember, associate, or affiliate member, see the attached Building
Use Policy. All building costs, including deposit, are to be paid amonth in
advance of the Holy Union ceremony or the ceremony shall not proceed.

In addition to other charges the pastor officiating a Holy Union ceremony asks
$350 for someone who is not connected to Community United Church of
Christ or the United Church of Christ Campus Ministry at the University of
llinois.



After you have read the Recommendations from the Holy Union Policy, pleasefill in the
requested information below and return it to the officiating pastor at: Community United
Church of Christ of; 805 S. Sixth St.; Champaign, 1L 61820.

Please check if you are related to Community United Church of Christ in Champaign,
lllinois:

Member

Associate Member

Participant/alumnae in the United Church of Christ Campus Ministry

Name:
Address:
Phone: E mail:
Name:
Address:
Phone: E-mail:
Place of Rehearsal: Place of Ceremony:
Date and time of Rehearsal: Date and time of Ceremony:

Day of the week and time most available for pre-martial counseling:




Below you will find some of the possibilities for your Holy Union ceremony. This
list is not intended to be exhaustive but to help you with ideas and perhaps simplify the
process for decision-making. Please feel free to make choices of your own which reflect
the spiritual nature of the ceremony and the deep commitment of your relationship.

Canon in D Pachelbel

Jesu. Joy of Man's Desiring J.S. Bach

Air from Water Music G.F. Handel

Allegro Vivace from Water Music G.F. Handel
Pastoral Symphony from Messiah G.F. Handel
Sleepers Wake J.S. Bach

Spring from Four Seasons Vivaldi

Sicilianafrom Royal Fireworks Music G.F. Handel
Minuets| & Il from Royal Fireworks Music G.F. Handel
Adagio Cantablile from Violin Sonata #3 J.S. Bach
Air on the G String J.S. Bach
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Any of the above or family favorite
Morning Has Broken Gaelic Melody

Ode to Joy from 9tfl Symphon L. Beethoven
Love' s Old Sweet Song J.L. Molloy

T o

Bridal Chorus from Lohengrin R. Wagner

(Here Comes the Bride)

Trumpet Tune Henry Purcell

Trumpet Voluntary Jeremiah Clarke

Trumpet Voluntary John Stanley

Allegro Maestoso from Water Music G.F. Handel
Hornpipe from Water Music G.F. Handel
Rondeau Joseph Mouret
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