
 

 

From the Desk of Rev. Michael Mulberry 

 VOL .  39  NO .  3  FEBRUARY  7 ,  2007  

Communigram 

 

Our church has great congre-
gational meetings!  I do not 
think there is any other way to 
put it.  We always start off with 
great food and hospitality.  We 
always seem to have great 
leadership skills on display.  
We always hear from a diverse 
set of voices.  Sober reflection 
and a sense of humor always 
seem to be present.  We al-
ways seem to build consensus.  
My vision for church as a whole 
comes out of the discernment 
process we exhibit at our con-
gregational meetings. 
 
I thought, especially, our con-
versation around finances was 
our congregation at its best.  
Richard Schnuer, Ken Gilbert, 
Kathy Vaaler, and Roger Wade 

were just some of the voices 
that spoke during that discus-
sion.  Every person had a dif-
ferent opinion, and every opin-
ion brought important insight 
and values to the discussion.  If 
we are able to go forward work-
ing on the diverse financial in-
sights and values put forward in 
that discussion, this church has 
an incredible future ahead. 
 
So, if the stars align and the 
wind is at our back, we will be 
working within the context of a 
new polity come March.  As 
Curt Wilson forever cautioned 
when we presented this new 
polity, the structure does not 
mean a great deal if the people 
do not step up to do the work of 
the church.  Curt’s caution is 

now a charge to all of us as the 
Nominating Ministry Teams 
turns to you all as the church 
incarnate. 
 
That begins with this Communi-
gram where we ask you to fill 
out the survey for the Many 
Gifts Polity Monthly Meeting.  
We had such diversity of opin-
ion the first time we asked that 
we need to ask again.  May our 
discernment process continue 
to bring forward our many gifts 
to become one in the Spirit! 
 
Shalom, 
Mike 
�

Please contact Rev. Mulberry by calling the church office to indicate your interest in the United 
Church of Christ General Synod-the national meeting of the United Church of Christ.  We would like 
to convene a meeting with all folks interested to begin deciding how we might raise funds, make ho-
tel reservations, and decide on transportation.   Come celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the United 
Church of Christ and hear great speakers like Bill Moyers, Marion Wright Edelman, and Leonard 
Pitts. 

Interested in attending General Synod in Hartford,  
Connecticut? 



 

 

Dear Friends, 
 
          Thank you so much for the lovely 
flowers that were sent for my dad's funeral 
and for the cards and messages we have 
received from so many of you.   We are very 
grateful for your thoughtfulness and support.  
It really means a lot to us as we try to move 
forward from this difficult and unexpected 
loss.   Thanks again. 
 
Linda Vaughn 
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The Altar Flower Chart for 2007 
can be found in the Parlor.  If you 
wish to sponsor altar flowers for a 
specific Sunday in 2007 please 
sign up on the chart provided.  
Dates Open: March 11, April 29; 
May 20; June 3, 10, 24; July 1, 8; 

August 12, 19, 26; September 16, 23; October 
28; November 4, 11; December 2, 9, & 30. 
 
Sponsorship is $25 per Sunday and a check 
earmarked “Altar Flowers” can be placed in the 
offering plate or sent to the church office.   

Flower Chart 2007  
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Synthesizing and Sustainability Committee (SSC) Requests Input  

         Greeter/Liturgist/Usher Training 
Need a Refresher Course?    Have you thought about serving as a greeter, liturgist or 
usher, but weren't sure of the duties and responsibilities?   Well - now is your chance! 
  
The Worship Leadership Team is planning a training session/lunch for greeters, litur-
gists and ushers on Sunday, February 18th right after church.  We will provide pizza, 
drinks & dessert and ask for a freewill donation.  Childcare will also be provided. We 
promise to be finished with the training by 2:00 P.M.   Hope you can join us!   

  
Questions- please contact any of the Worship Leadership Team Members:  Mike Allen, Sarah Issacs, 
Mike Mulberry, Elaine Peppers, David Robertson, Mary Ellen Schroeder or Peg Wade.  

Rev. Mike Mulberry will be leading another New 
Member Orientation class on Saturday, Febru-
ary 24 from 8 am until 12 noon. Rev. Mulberry 
would like folks who are interested in attending 
this class to come to the front of the sanctuary 
by the piano after worship on Sunday, February 
18 to receive some information.  Please contact 

the church office by email (info@community-
ucc.org) or phone (344-5091) if you are inter-
ested in attending this session.  Child care will 
be provided but you must let the church office 
know by Sunday, February 11 with the number 
and ages of your children. 

New Member Orientation ~ Saturday, February 24 
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Each Sunday evening from 6-8 pm, a 
group of 6th-12th grade youth are braving 
the cold in the Tower Room to snack, 
chat, have fun, and engage in interest-
ing conversations.  Sometimes we travel 
offsite to serve in a soup kitchen, climb 
a wall, watch a movie, learn to dance, or meet 
with other groups.  We hope that you will join us! 
 
I have purchased, with Youth Group funds, the 
DVD Projector.  This means, we’ll be able to 
watch a movie by projecting the image onto the 
wall (or ceiling!).  It should be about a 5 foot im-
age.  I think it’s going to be very cool.  Many 
thanks to Tom Ward for finding this technology 
and sending the information our way.  As soon 
as the Zoombox arrives, we’ll plan a movie night. 
 
Coming in March, we’re going to host a Dinner 
Theater.  We’ll plan a meal based on the movie 
that we show.  We’ll have discussion of the 
movie over dessert.  In the next couple of 
weeks, we’ll need to preview the movie and 
come up with some discussion questions.  We’ll 
also need to get a menu pulled together! 
 

For now, let’s do something fun.  Is any-
one up for bowling?  We have reserva-
tions at the Illini Union for this Sunday.  
The cost is about $6 per person.  The 
Youth Group will pick up ½ of the cost, 
so bring $3 for bowling and any addi-

tional money you want to spend on something to 
snack on.  We have 3 lanes reserved, so feel 
free to invite a friend if you’d like.   
 
Feb. 11:  Illini Union Bowling.  Meet at the 
church at 6 pm.  We’ll walk over together, bowl a 
game, grab a snack, and walk back to the 
church by 8 pm. 
 
Feb. 18:  Dinner Theater planning.  We’ll proba-
bly watch the movie tonight. 
 
Feb. 25:  Dinner Theater planning.  Let’s focus 
on the menu and discussion questions. 
 
March 4:  We’re going to join McKinley youth 
group for a Bunko Tournament.  It’s supposed to 
be really fun.  I don’t even know what Bunko is!  
Do you? 

Community United Jr/Sr High Youth Group 

Who will win the pancake race? 
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1. With Open Hands 
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CODAC OFFERINGS in 2007 

The Campus Ministry Presents: 
 The Lesser Known Sequel to The Maltese Falcon 

THE MASKED  
LOVEBIRD! 

Join Harry Heart, second cousin of Sam Spade, as he solves the mystery behind  
The Masked Lovebird. 

 
You, your friends and your loved ones are invited to a special dinner engagement Saturday,  
February 17th for entertainment, fellowship and of course a delicious meal in the Community Café 

(Located in the basement of Community UCC).  Doors open at 5:30 pm and Dinner at 
6:00 pm. 
 
Reservations can be made through any Campus Ministry student or by contacting Karen 
Bush (ks-bush@uiuc.edu).  Proceeds from the dinner go to supporting the Campus Ministry 
 

Cost:  $20 ~ adult;   $10 ~ kids ten and over;  free ~ kids under 10 
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In Concert 

Ken MedemaKen MedemaKen MedemaKen Medema    
Sunday, March 18, 2007  

6 pm 
Tickets ~ $10 

Call 815-932-3336 or 815-478-7305 
 
 

Lincoln Cultural Center 
240 Warren Avenue 
Kankakee, IL 60901 

 
 
 

Sponsored by Eastern Association United 
Church of Christ 

St. John United Church of Christ 
 
 
 

For more information about Ken Medema 
visit www.kenmedema.com 
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Lenten Spirituality Study in Prayer—With Open Hands 



 

 

To members, friends, and visitors: 
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Section 1 (Questions on regular small-group Bible studies) 
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Section 2 (Questions on regular small-group dinners) 
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Many Gifts Polity Monthly Meeting 
 

We want to select a fixed day, once a month, for the new polity meetings.  We realize that not 
everyone will be able to attend on the selected day.  We will take all input and select the date 
that best suits most people. 
 
 
Here is an example of the schedule that we are proposing for the evening meetings. We will 
meet at the church at 5:30 pm for a catered dinner; Ministry Groups will meet from 6:00 – 7:00 
pm.  Chairs of Ministry Group will meet with Coordinators from 7:00 – 7:30 pm.  Church Life 
Board members will meet from 7:30 – 9:00 pm. 
 
 
Please check all dates that would work for you: 
 

Monday: 
• 1st Monday______ 
• 2nd Monday______ 
• 3rd Monday______ 
• 4th Monday______ 

 
 

Thursday: 
• 1st Thursday_____ 
• 2nd Thursday_____ 
• 3rd Thursday_____ 
• 4th Thursday_____ 

 
 

Sunday: 
• 1st Sunday  
• 2nd Sunday  
• 3rd Sunday  
• 4th Sunday  

 
 
 
Please return the form to the Church Office or put on the credenza at the back of the Sanctuary 
by February 28. 
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MEET OUR GLOBAL MINISTRY EXECUTIVE FOR AFRICA  ~ March 11, 2007 

Friday Forum Spring 2007  
Differing Faiths in a Public Arena: Conflict & Cooperation  
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PLACE:  First Congregational 
United Church of Christ, 535 Forest 
Avenue, Glen Ellyn, IL 60137�
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Friday Forum is held weekly at noon in Latzer Hall at 
the University YMCA. All lectures are free and open to 
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Friday, February 9                       
The Diversity We Don't Talk About: Religion on Cam-

pus 
Eboo Patel, Muslim Founder and Executive Director of 

the Interfaith Youth Core 
�

#����������
������
�����
����� ���!��
������
 ����
���-��
�
����
������
�����
����� ���!����������
 ����
���'�����������
�������
��	�������
������������
���-����������������!�����

�
�����!����������������!����
 *���������
�����*�
�����*�
�
�����
 �������;���������
�
���*�����
������������ ����
����
���
��!����
 ����!����
������������
�������������&�������������
����+��������������:	���<�
��*�9�����������:;���
�!��
�����
������
���&�
�����
��@��
������*�'��������������'�
#�����������������������
�
������
�������!����
 ������
'� �
��
����������
��������
�������;�������������
����
��
����������
���	������������
 �����������
��������
�����
�
�������
����
 ����
����!���
�����
�� �
�

Friday, February 16    
The Political Lessons of the Ishmael and Hagar Story: 

Reading the Bible with Hannah Arendt 
Bruce Rosenstock, Assoc. Prof. of Religious Studies, 

Program in the Study of Religion, UIUC 
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Friday, February 23 
Reflections on Interfaith Relations Locally 
Steve Shoemaker, Executive Director, University 
YMCA�
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UNITED CHURCH 
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805 South Sixth, Champaign, IL 61820 
 

Ph: (217) 344-5091 FAX: (217) 344-5008 
Website: www.community-ucc.org    
Email: info@community-ucc.org 
Office Hours:�%�������9 am-3 pm 

CHURCH STAFFCHURCH STAFFCHURCH STAFFCHURCH STAFF    
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Religious Education Director:  
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UCC CAMPUS MINISTRY STAFFUCC CAMPUS MINISTRY STAFFUCC CAMPUS MINISTRY STAFFUCC CAMPUS MINISTRY STAFF    
Campus Minister: +�!��)����������
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The next Communigram will be mailed out on  February 21.The next Communigram will be mailed out on  February 21.The next Communigram will be mailed out on  February 21.The next Communigram will be mailed out on  February 21.    
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Sponsored by A.W.A.R.E. (Anti-war Anti-Racism Effort), Channing-Murray Foundation, Illinois Disciples Foundation, Community United Church of Christ, Inter-
national Socialist Organization, Jobs With Justice Initiative of First Mennonite Church, U-C Friend’s Meeting, University YMCA 


