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From the Desk of Rev. Michael Mulberry

Eileen Gebbie and | were re-
cently discussing the upcoming
class we were going to teach
on church hospitality. In keep-
ing with the congregational
studies we had done last year
with the text Holy Conversa-
tions: Strategic Planning as a
Spiritual Practice for Congrega-
tions, we were going to use two
texts to ground hospitality in
practice and spirituality.

Eileen and | talked about the
present state of the congrega-
tion, whether we might actually
get folks excited to attend and
participate in the class, and
how all of that might affect the
leading and facilitation of the
class. Eileen brought up some
wonderful points that turned the
conversation. One of them was
to suggest that investment in

any organization comes from
connection. (As the Executive
Director for Habitat for Human-
ity, | have no idea where Eileen
came up with this truism.)

So maybe we were going in the
wrong direction with this class?

We came to the conclusion that
we were. (Eileen came to this
conclusion much sooner and
waited for me to come along.)
We talked a little bit about what
we might offer in lieu of our
work on hospitality. That dis-
cussion led to our decision to
help facilitate a prayer circle
beginning the last week of
April, April 29, at 9:00 a.m.

We hope that a prayer circle
will be a natural outgrowth of
the prayer study starting this

next week, help all of us get
connected, and lead to what a
prayer group and prayer chain
might look like in the new polity.
So beginning Sunday, April 29,
we invite you to bring your joys,
concerns, heartfelt needs and
burdens to this prayer circle.

We will try to provide the envi-
ronment. We hope you all will
provide the content which helps
us further determine how we
might move forward with this
prayer circle. We do not want
prayer experts. We want folks
practicing prayer with one an-
other.

Shalom,
Mike

Prayer Protest Continues!

Each Wednesday at noon for the past three years members and friends
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make a monetary contribution to help with the cost of the mix.

have met at the northeast front entrance of the Church to provide campus
»  folk with “Gorp” or “Trail Mix” containing Words of Compassion for those suf-
fering in Iraqg. Bring your sack lunch and join us in distributing “food for
thought” and some lively conversation.
“gorp” or “trail mix” please drop it off in the church office. You could also

If you are interested in providing
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CUCC Preschool Playgroup

Thursday mornings are a spe-
cial time for Community UCC's
under 5 crowd because we get
together to play! If you are in-
terested in being put on an
emalil list to be notified of the
week's meeting place and time
please send an email to
sophie@gerstenecker.net.

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgendered Social Gro

T

This laid back group meets at
locations such as the Savoy
Recreation Center Gym, Mar-
ketplace Mall Provena
Playarea, and a number of out-
door parks/playgrounds when
the weather is nice. Come and

join our regulars Matthew,
Mark, Phoebe, Claire, Benja-
min, Alan, Adina, Amelia, Ca-
den, Malia and their parents in
a morning of motion and friend-
ship. It's great for your physical
and mental health!

up

Please join the LGBT Social Group on Friday, Matéfi for a St. Patty's Day pot luck!
We'll gather at the home of Michelle Chappell & Ketle Franke at 6:30 pm. Please bring
dish to share. RSVP by March™t® Michelle Franke at franke@michellex2.com or

know the dish you'll be bringing (so we can make= sue have a good mix of items). This is
a family friendly event and children are always coghe.

B N 7 ™
. ®ma
——meoeeow Karen Kelsky at keslky@uiuc.edu - to get the agslidetails and directions. Also, let us
D
— ™
R "-
A

Flower Chart 2007

A

The Altar Flower
Chart for 2007 can
be found in the Par-
i lor. If you wish to
# === sponsor altar flowers
for a specific Sunday in
2007 please sign up on the
chart provided. Hurry, Only
14 More Sundays Available :
June 3, 10, 24; July 1, 8; Au-
gust 26; September 23; No-
vember 4, 11; December 9, &
30.

Sponsorship is $25 per Sun-
day and a check earmarked
“Altar Flowers” can be placed
in the offering plate or sent to
the church office.

Eating Out Group!

The God Is Still
has organized
meet for dinner in
homes, and now
ganize small

who would prefer to

Speaking committee
small groups that
each others’
would like to or-
groups for those
eat out. If you are

retired, in small quarters, interested in having dining adven-
tures, or just not interested in entertaining yourself, sign up!
Each group of about 6-10 people would meet every month or
so for a year, for brunch, lunch, or dinner. Come live out the
Christian ideal of community and interdependence. Rides can

be arranged if you need one.

If you are interested, please contact Patricia Brady, and let
me know if you have any preferences (e.g. day of the week;
lunch vs. dinner): call the church office (344-5091) or just
leave a note in the God Is Still Speaking drawer in the church

office by Sunday March 25.




Our sympathy goes out to Annette Chavis follow-
ing the loss of her son. Keep her and her family
in your prayers.
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Chris Eubanks is recovering at home follow-
ing surgery. Keep him in your prayers.

Community United Jr/Sr High Youth Group

Each Sunday evening
from 6-8 pm, a group of
6M-12" grade youth are
braving the cold in the
Tower Room to snack, chat, have fun, and en-
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gage in interesting conversations. Sometimes
we travel offsite to serve in a soup kitchen,
climb a wall, watch a movie, learn to dance, or
meet with other groups. We hope that you will
join us!
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CODAC OFFERINGS in 2007
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Come join us for this Lenten
study in prayer!

With gentle simplicity and
challenging insight Henri Nou-
wen invites us to embark on a
prayerful journey, to release
our tightly clenched fists and
open our hands to God. He
leads us to confront our fear
of silence, to let go of our
false securities, and to enter
the stillness of God’s pres-
ence. There we discover the
possibility of hope and begin
to feel the pulse of the world.
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Nouwen reminds us that the
process of opening our hands
is a long spiritual journey of
trust, a motion to be repeated
over and over again.

Henri J.M. Nouwen is the au-
thor of more than thirty books,
many of them centered in
spirituality. He taught at

LENT ON THE GO

Notre Dame, Yale, and Har-
vard. From 1986 until his
death in 1996, he was the
pastor of the L’Arche Day-
break community in Toronto
where he shared his life with
people with mental disabili-
ties.

This class begins on Sundays
in March. Please sign up on
the sheet available in the par-
lor or by calling the church
office.

Busy multitaskers are encouraged to observe Lent while on the go. Author Barbara Bartocci advises

in Grace on the Go: 101 Quick ways to Pray

ready doing”.

Ideas include:

to “put a spiritual spin on the daily tasks you're al-

When your alarm goes off, say a little “rejoice and be glad” prayer.
Pray to be cleansed from feelings of anger and resentment when you’re soaping up in

the shower.

Meditate briefly before starting the car and ask God to steer you through your day.

At a red light, think about whether you've been rude or irritable to anyone that day.
Make eye contact and smile at the supermarket clerk or gas station attendant.

Trade the 10 p.m. news for listening to peaceful music or reading something spiritual.

- - Pat Syoen found this in the News Gazette
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HOWEVER ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING MARCH 18

Many of us have been wonderfully
generous in responding the crying
needs splashed on our television
sets after disasters like the tsunami
in Asia, the earthquake in Pakistan/
Kashmir, and the hurricanes on the
Gulf Coast. UCC members gave
more than $10.5 million to special
disaster appeals last year. We
gave eagerly to those urgent needs.

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING'

Together we make a world of difference!

disasters that saturate the media, but
also to people affected by chronic dis-
asters that repeat themselves each
and every day. Gifts to OGHS sup-
port programs that help people build
lives and communities that are
healthy, safe and sustainable.

Your gifts will join others in:
1. Rebuilding communities ravaged

Yet disasters occur every day in the

lives of millions of other people--disasters of
extreme poverty and chronic hunger, of termi-
nally unclean water and no sanitation, of terror-
izing war and devastating loss. We see these
images from time to time, and our hearts go out
to those people. But that's different, right? Af-
ter all, we can't be there for everyone.

Jesus might not agree. A young lawyer talked
with Jesus about the command to "love your
neighbor as yourself", asking "Who is my
neighbor?" He said that we are all neighbors
to one another. In response, since 1949
churches across North America have been giv-
ing to the annual One Great Hour of Sharing
offering, expressing God's love to our
neighbors far and wide--not just after the major

by natural disasters.

2. Creating sustainable sources of
food and water for rural villages.

3. Providing micro-credit so women can start
poverty-escaping businesses.

4. Teaching trades and job skills to people
maimed by landmines.

5. Offering children a chance to survive past
age 5 and attend school.

6. And so much more!

By participating in OGHS on March 18 (or later
in March if you forget), we will be joining many
others in many churches to make a huge differ-
ence in the lives of our neighbors. Please give
generously.

Curt and Jan Wilson, Special Offerings Team

WANT TO MAKE CONTRIBUTIONS
TO CHARITIES EASIER IN 20077

If you want to make contributions to your favor-
ite charities easier in 2007, are over 70 1/2
years old, and have a regular IRA from which
you must draw minimum distributions, you might
want to look into a special provision of the 2006
Pension Protection Act (H. R. 4, Public Law
109-280). The law allows a direct distribution to
a charity. The tax break is that you do not have
to include this distribution in your taxable in-
come and the amount counts toward your re-
quired minimum distribution. (However, you
cannot also claim the distribution as a deduc-
tion.)

Consult your IRA administrator about the neces-
sary logistics and documentation. This tax
break is available only for 2007. The amount
you can transfer to a charity is limited to
$100,000. The transfer must go directly from
the IRA account to the church or United Church
Foundation, and not to the individual first.

Church or UCF/Campus Ministry Finance/
Endowment Task Force
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PROTESTINTS OR THE COMMON GO0D

“People of faith advancing justice in public life”

lllinois is headed toward financial implosion angt achools are under funded. Our State ranksi@3tie
country in quality of education and lllinois hag thnd largest gap between available money per istachel
funding required to educate a student.

Faith communities - like yours - can help tstoge the educational well-being of God’s childtierough
creative advocacy.

On Saturday, March 10, 2007, Protestants for the Common Good invitetpaiake part in a Forum to dis-
cuss Education Funding and Tax Reform in lllindighe University YMCA, 1001 South Wright Street,

Champaign, from 9:00 to 11:00 am.

Channing —Murray Foundation, 1209 W. Oregon, Urbana
Wednesday, March 14 at 7:15 pm
Kathleen Robbins:

“How Microfinance and Development are Affecting the People of Haiti”
Refreshments will be served. Free and open to all.

The Chancel Choir of Community United Church of i€hr
Soloists and Guest Instrumentalists

will present

Vivaldi’'s “Gloria”

Robert L. Smith, Directing
Linda Vaughn, Organist

Sunday, April 15, 2007—10:15 am Service
Community United Church of Christ Sanctuary
805 S. Sixth St., Champaign, IL 61820
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Campus Ministry
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Community Arts Camp

Community Arts Camp will be presenting “Godspell, Jr.” the third Sunday of June (June 17). Camp
will begin on Monday June 11th and run for two weeks from 9 am to 3 pm. Tuition is $150 and will
be open to children from 4™ to Freshman High School. For information or questions, please e-mail
Bob Smith at Smithrob@champaignschools.org.
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Sunday Schedule

Once again Community United
Church of Christ will be having
an Easter Vigil beginning on
Friday, April 6, Good Friday, at
8:00 p.m. and lasting till Easter
Day, Sunday, April 8 at 8:00
a.m. The library will be trans-
formed into a chapel space for

Easter Vigil

meditation, prayer, reading,
and reflection. Although devo-
tional material will be provided,
please feel free to bring your
own. Sign up for the Easter
Vigil will take place on the cre-
denza at the back of the sanc-
tuary. Sign up for half hour

time slots and feel free to take
multiple slots. This vigil offers
a time and space for folks to
find time and rest to contem-
plate and meditate on the Holy
Week story and how it is re-
peated time and time again in
our world.



