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y hiatus from these mus-

ings was not intentional,
but rather an unfortunate out-
come from the holidays fol-
lowed by tax season (I do vol-
unteer tax counseling). So
here | am writing another one
deciding what to focus on. |
hope that you plan to partici-
pate in the April 22 Congrega-
tional Meeting where we will
discuss the future of our build-
ing, vote on the new polity into
our constitution, and elect new
positions for the new structure.
Since | am having trouble de-
voting the proper time to being
moderator, | look forward to
someone else taking the reigns
and allowing me to move over
to different responsibilities at
church. If you have not filled
out a survey or talked to some-
one on the nominating ministry
team (comprised of Stig Lane-
skog, Ruth Fisher, Donald
Barnhart, with help from our
current ombudsperson, Deb
Townsend), | encourage you to

Moderator’s Musings

do so. As | learned in Sunday
school, the church is comprised
of people, not a building. We
all need to participate in the
work and action of the church
in order for us to be part of the
family.

At our last administrative com-
mittee meeting, we discussed
just how much money we have
spent on necessary expendi-
tures related to the weather.
Please check out the treas-
urer's article in this or the next
Communigram with more de-
tails. Basically, the increase in
energy costs is quite evident in
these first few months of the
year and the blizzard of Febru-
ary meant that our budget for
snow removal was surpassed
very quickly.

But we also got to decide on an
important matter. The Campus
Academy came to us looking
for a place to hold their classes
next school year. Campus

Academy, http://
www.campusacademy.org/,
has the purpose to provide Afri-
can American boys an excep-
tional foundation for college
achievement, societal leader-
ship, and world citizenship. It
was founded by parents of six
youth that were seeking a way
to focus on the special needs of
these boys. It started in 2006
and is currently housed at
McKinley Foundation. They
sought us out because
McKinley cannot house them
next year and we were recom-
mended as a church whose
mission would support this op-
portunity. While we need to
figure out the details, the ad-
ministrative committee voted
affirmatively to welcome Cam-
pus Academy into our midst for
the 2007/2008 school year. |
pray that we can find awesome
ways to interact with this oppor-
tunity.

Peace, David Gerstenecker

Prayer Protest Continues!

Each Wednesday at noon for the past three years members and friends have met at the northeast
front entrance of the Church to provide campus folk with “Gorp” or “Trail Mix”

tion.

& €

containing Words of Compassion for those suffering in Irag. Bring your sack
lunch and join us in distributing “food for thought” and some lively conversa-
3 If you are interested in providing “gorp” or “trail mix” please drop it off
"""\;)1«‘0 in the church office. You could also make a monetary contribution to help

with the cost of the mix.
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You can find new church directories at the bacthefsanctuary on
the credenza. Please check them over for correctioadditions.
Please contact the church office by phone (344-p68&mail
<info@community-ucc.org> for updated information.
ur sympathy goes out to

Marianna Janssen following the Also, if you are receiving the Communigram butioager wish to

loss of her husband, Mel. Keep receive it, contact the church office (344-5091¢uonail

<info@community-ucc.org> with remove from Commumigr in the

her and her family in your prayers. subject area. Please be sure to include younéuie and address.

Information for Any __ Scheduling at CUCC

To schedule any meetings or events to be located at CUCC please contact us at the CUCC Website
www.community-ucc.org.

CROP WALK
oin your friends in CUCC and in other local  walkers, with donations averaging $120
churches on April 15 for the 2007 CROP each. People in poverty walk for food, walk for
WALK to raise money for Church World water, walk for firewood, walk to seek shelter,
Service. Sign up on April 1 or 8 for this healthy walk to school, walk to escape violence. We
six-mile walk. The breath of renewal that is walk because they walk.
spring is in the air. We can bring hope to a hurt-
ing world. Last year 10 CUCC walkers col- Curt and Jan Wilson

lected $1,535. This year, we'd like to see 15

Flower Chart 2007 Eating Out Group!

The God Is Still
has organized
meet for dinner in
homes, and now
ganize small groups for those
who would prefer to eat out. If you are
I retired, in small quarters, interested in having dining adven-
S tures, or just not interested in entertaining yourself, sign up!

Speaking committee
small groups that
each others’

would like to or-

# Sl &# ( ) Each group of about 6-10 people would meet every month or
O+ * &I %% - so for a year, for brunch, lunch, or dinner. Come live out the
* 1/$ Christian ideal of community and interdependence. Rides can

be arranged if you need one.

0O *0 1 - If you are interested, please contact Patricia Brady, and let

2 her know if you have any preferences (e.g. day of the week;
lunch vs. dinner). Contact the church office or just leave a

0 * note in the God Is Still Speaking drawer in the church office

3 _* by Sunday March 25.




hat fun! On Sun-
day, March 18, all of the Sun-
day School children gathered
in the kitchen for our own ver-
sion of Stone Soup. With the
help of many adults, the chil-
dren peeled potatoes, chopped
carrots, onions, zucchini, broc-
coli, peppers, opened cans of
beans and tomatoes, diced
ham, and created two wonder-
ful pots of soup. The clients at
the Time Center will be the re-
cipients of six containers of

Bean Soup and Vegetable
Soup.

Many thanks to all who helped:

David Robertson, Alicia Persi-
gehl, Julia Kara, Peg Wade,
Deirdre and Stig Lanesskog,
Kathy and Paul Vaaler, Neil
Kelleher and Tom Ward, and
of course, to our world-class
kid-chefs: Andrew and Will
Eubig, Clara, Blake and Eva
Lanesskog, Emily Kelleher,
John and Ben Vaaler, and
Sophie Heilman.

On Sunday, March 25, we will
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again gather as a large group
for our class time. Children of
all ages will spend time cook-
ing, dancing and digging, as
we continue to learn more
about prayer.

Palm Sunday
Celebration

All ages will join together once
again as we “walk through”
Holy Week. Do you still have
your Holy Week story bag from
last year? Bring it along as we
use it to retell the story of Holy
Week.

he Christian Education Committee of

McKinley Presbyterian is offering a 6-week

parenting class this Spring, and they are
opening up the class to those of us at CUCC who
might be interested. The class will meet on
Thursdays April 12, 19, 26 and May 5, 12 and 17,
from 6-8 pm at McKinley Presbyterian. Childcare
will be available.

This course in Positive Discipline will focus on
needs of families with children in pre-adolescent
and teen years. Adults will have a book and op-
portunities in class to role play, discuss and learn
communication and parenting skills. A Positive

Discipline book costs approximately $12

Jim Linder, the instructor, is a nationally certified
parent educator and has done extensive work as
consultant training teachers and parents in
Champaign-Urbana. Jim formerly served as Di-
rector of Education at the Cunningham Children’s
Home and currently is the Family Life Pastor at
New Covenant Church in Champaign.

If you are interested, or need more information,
please contact Barbara England,
b-england@mckinley-church.org or at 344-0297.

Community United Jr/Sr High Youth Group

Each Sunday evening
from 6-8 pm, a group of
6M-12" grade youth are
braving the cold in the
Tower Room to snack,
chat, have fun, and en-
gage in interesting conversations. Sometimes
we travel offsite to serve in a soup kitchen,

climb a wall, watch a movie, learn to dance, or
meet with other groups. We hope that you will
join us!

Upcoming Youth Group Gatherings

Sunday, March 25 ~ Celebration!

Sunday, April 1 ~ Dinner Theater Prep
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CODAC OFFERINGS in 2007

4 505 56

Easter Breakfast
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Budget Update from the
Administrative Committee

he severe winter weather coupled with the

utility rate increase has been very unkind to
the 2007 budget approved during our congrega-
tional meeting in January. Utility bills paid
through March 17 have totaled nearly $9,700...
more than half the total amount budgeted for the
full year. Snow removal services for the same
period cost over $1,900-- $1,100 more than
budgeted for the year. In addition to these con-
ditions beyond our control, we have incurred
nearly $4,100 in janitorial services for which we
budgeted $10,264 for the year in anticipation of
securing a less expensive alternative for the samg
level of service. Although the search continues,
we have been unable to secure such an alterna-
tive service.
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The Chancel Choir of Community United Church of i€hr
Soloists and Guest Instrumentalists

will present

Vivaldi’'s “Gloria”

Robert L. Smith, Directing
Linda Vaughn, Organist

Sunday, April 15, 2007—10:15 am Service
Community United Church of Christ Sanctuary
805 S. Sixth St., Champaign, IL 61820
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Call Me Malcom to be Shown Friday, April 13
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