Community United Church of Christ

From the Desk of Rev. Mulberry

'm a romantic or
an idealist. | get easily
disappointed. Getting dis-
appointed is not always a
good thing in church minis-
try. | can get incredibly
excited with what is possi-
ble and then, when what is
possible does not come to
fruition, | can feel like the
bottom has dropped out.

So | had this grand dream
of 100% congregational
involvement in the new pol-
ity. In the wider mainline
denominational church, we
have lost the expectation
that “all hands need to be
on deck” for the church
process to operate faith-
fully. | romantically be-
lieve that many gifts, all
gifts, are needed. When

more and more gifts are

included, we are a health-

ier congregation.

| say that in worship be-
cause | believe it. We lose
gifts without you. The idea
that we lose gifts to the
earth with the destruction
of the diversity of the rain
forest also applies, | be-
lieve, to congregations.
We need folks who will
make phone calls, who will
provide leadership, plant
flowers, say prayers, write
down prayer concerns, or-
der coffee, organize
meals. The list goes on and
on.

| have dreams that the
mainline congregational
church, our mainline con-
gregational church, will
recover its Congregational
polity by living and believ-
ing in ways where all gifts
are needed. | know we

will not get 100% partici-
pation, but | want us to
build a culture where
100% is expected,
wanted, and desired.

So | was disappointed to
see how few names we
have listed in the current
polity after so much hard
work by the Nominating
Committee. We need you.
We need your gifts. If you
are not sure where you
might fit in the current pol-
ity structure, please ask
and keep asking. | realize
I’'m a romantic and an ide-
alist. Maybe I'm calling
Community UCC to be
where the Christian church
has always been: some-
where between the reality
and the ideal.

Shalom,

Mike
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Moderator’s Musings

| i\or a couple of weeks now, | have
considered changing the name

of this article from Moderator’s Mus-
ings to Moderator’s Mild Panic. Mem-
bers of the Congregation keep asking
me if | am ready and the answer is
no. Change is hard and new chal-
lenges can be frightening. Although |
have been offered a great deal of
very good advice, | find being the
first moderator of our new polity a
little daunting, especially with so many
important issues on the table and life
altering decisions to be made. | am
nervous, but | am also excited by the
possibilities. If looked at from the
right point of view, change can be an
adventure and challenges can bring
opportunities for growth.

As individuals and as a congregation
we are facing many changes and
challenges right now. There are many
decisions to be made large and small;
how to make our new polity work,
how to get our finances in order, and
how to make our House of Worship
better fit our needs. The tasks ahead
are monumental and will require a
great deal of commitment from all of

us, if we are to succeed.

Fortunately, we have great leadership
as we chart our new waters. The com-
mitment and care shown by the New
Polity Team in the construction of our
new governance structure, the ex-
traordinary work done by Howie
Guenther and the Synthesis and Sus-

News from the Worship Leadership Team:

ince we are having a congregational meeting at

church on June 3rd and there were several conflicts

with scheduling and pavilion availability for other
Sundays in June, the June outdoor service has been can-

celled.

tainability Committee and the enthusi-
asm that | have seen from Kellee
Weinhold and the Financial Develop-
ment Ministry Team have left me feel-
ing very hopeful about our future. |
anticipate that everyone will continue
to support their work by participating
fully in the decision making processes
that are to come.

As we face our future, we are going
to struggle and disagree and that’s
alright. In the coming year, we are
going to make mistakes. Change is
never easy, so please remember to be
kind. By working together, it is possi-
ble for us to find our way even if the

beginning is rather frightening.

Vicky Robertson

We will proceed with our plans for the July 1st outdoor
service at Meadowbrook Park - at the Garden Pavilion
off of Race Street (9:30 worship) and the August 19th

outdoor service at Crystal Lake Park Pavilion (also 9:30

worship) - with a potluck following the service.

Building Alternatives Information Sessions

The CUCC Building for the Future Ministry Team has scheduled the following information sessions pertaining to the church

facilities development and building renovation alternatives:

o Sunday, May 20, 11:30 a.m. in the CUCC Fellowship Hall (basement)

o Wednesday, May 30, 7:00 p.m. at Clark-Lindsey Village in the Simon Room (private dining room on 1st

floor /entry level)

o Thursday, May 31, 7:00 p.m. in the CUCC Fellowship Hall (basement)

These will be identical presentations, so please select the session that is most convenient. An update and further informa-

tion will be provided, as well as ample time for questions. More information and details will also be included in the Com-

munigram to be mailed in late May. These sessions are in preparation for the congregational meeting to formally review

and vote on these proposals which is scheduled for Sunday, June 3rd after the worship service. Please contact the church

office with any questions or comments. Thank you!
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Stewardship Corner:

For many churches, talking about

money is considered a taboo.

I would respectfully suggest that
we are not "many" churches. This is
a UCC church. We are a denomi-
nation in dialogue, and we are
truly living our theology when we
replace that period with a comma

and keep talking.

For many churches, talking about
money is considered a taboo, but

at Community United we ...

The question is, what follows? How
will we take up the conversation?
All too often what follows is sag-
ging shoulders, a furrowed brow
and a two-year-old style whine of
"But, | don't have the energy to
deal with this!"

| would ask you to consider the
possibility that resource deficits in

the church are symptoms not of

scarcity but of the middle class
ethos. We are frozen by angst
over what lies before us and by
guilt over what we've left undone.
We feel overwhelmed by de-
mands. At work, at leisure or at
home, we can barely contend with
all that is expected of us. And fac-
ing the nuts and bolts of our
church's finances inspires us to, well,

look for a way out.

As part of that exit strategy, when
talking about money, we too easily
lapse into the magical thinking of a
gospel of happiness, which simplis-
tically equates good intentions with
economic success. Or we proclaim
a message of passive depend-
ence—"God will provide/The
money is always there when we
need it"—which fosters compla-
cency and inaction. Neither the
gospel of happiness nor the gospel
of dependence offers practical

solutions nor an opportunity to be

in dialogue with each other. By

closing off conversation, we close
off relationship and without rela-
tionship, church becomes just one

more demand.

| encourage us all to live UCC the-
ology and embrace a gospel of
community in action—which, in the

face of taboos, begins with talking.

In the next several months, | will be
calling for volunteers to host small
brunches or dinners at their homes
so we can begin to talk, intimately,
about stewardship in Community
United Church of Christ. This is our
church. Its economic well-being is in
our hands, but that doesn't have to
be one more burden. It offers us
the blessing of relationship.

Let's talk about it.

Kellee Weinhold,
Financial Development Ministry
weinhold @uiuc.edu

The nuts and bolts:

April Actual
Revenues $25,739.93
Expenses $27,323.50
Net Income $1,583.57)
Year-to-Date Actual
Revenues $119,424.68
Expenses 108,404.36
Net Income $11,020.32

In numeric terms:

Total Pledges $ 205,000
Paid in full 26,080
Balance 178,920
Payments on

Pledges to Date 54,935
Pledge Balance

Remaining $123,985

Necessary Monthly Average

May-December $ 15,498

Budget Variance
$25,396.16 $ 34377
$25,146.16 (2,177.32)

249.97 (1,833.57)
Budget Variance
$101,584.66 $17,840.02
100,584.66 (7,819.70)
1,000.00 $10,020.32

Expenses are over budget for the month and

year-to-date. Expenses were $2,177 greater

than revenues for the month and $7,819.70 for
the year. The net income of $10,020.32 is really
a variance between the projected budget posi-

tion and our actual net income. Our true net in-

come at this point is $11,020, but that is skewed
because of the advance pledge payments. The
following information illuminates how

that "skewing" takes place:

We had total pledges of $205,000 of which $26,080 were either
paid in 2006 or paid in full as of April 30, 2007. That leaves
$178,920 or $14,910 per month remaining for the year. So far in
2007 we have received $54,935 of that balance or an average of
$13,734 per month through April. ($1,176 per month below the
necessary average.) In order to meet our pledge budget, we now

need to receive an average of $15,498 per month from May

through December.




Community United Youth

In just over a month, we’ll be on
our way to Hartford, CT to join the
celebration that is General Synod.

Here are our plans:

June 19: Board the train in Indi-
anapolis, heading for New Haven,
CT.

June 21: Arrive in New Haven to
participate in the Amistad America
festivities.

June 22: General Synod
June 23: Synod in the City
June 24: General Synod
June 25: Service Project

June 26: A day at Hammonasset
Beach

June 27: Board the train in Hart-
ford

June 29: Arrive in Chicago

Youth and Young Adult partici-
pants are: Brent Anderson, Jeff
Offenbecher, Raymond Smith,
David Burns, Abe Mulberry, Paul

Kordik, Trevor Bush, Melissa
Melvin, Kaila Simpson, Jessica Bush
and Emily Ward. Youth Advisors
are Paul Offenbecher, Sandy
Melvin and Tracy Heilman. Other
adults who are also attending in-
clude: Ken and Ruth Gilbert, Tom
and Jeanne Ward, Pat Syoen,
Caryl Henkel, Patricia Donahue,
Kellee Weinhold and Mike Mul-
berry. Campus Ministry will be
represented by: Mike Allen, Adam
Hughes and Susan Requa.

On May 20t, we’'ll be watching
the movie “The Amistad” during
Youth Group.

-~

Don’t Miss Coffee Hour Sunday, May 13 \

On Sunday, May 13, the Youth will be hosting the Fellowship Hour after worship.

We’'ll have a nice variety of baked goods for your enjoyment, along with more information about our ftrip.
This will also be an opportunity for you to help us. We will have baskets set up
for anyone who would like to make a monetary contribution to our trip.

We appreciate this opportunity to connect with our congregation

\ as we prepare to connect with the national church!

Confirmation Class

The confirmation class will meet from 4-6 pm on May 20,
The Bush family is providing the meal. We'll be spending

Children and Family Ministry

Many thanks to Ellen Solis who has
agreed to lead our new Children
and Family Ministry Team!

Our Yoga Class will continue
through the month of May. Miss
Cherie will not be with us, but
David Robertson will be leading
the class through their poses.

Laura Czopek, our Nursery Care

Provider, has returned home for
the summer. We will miss her this
summer, but look forward to her
return in the fall. During the sum-
mer, Julia Kara, Jessica Bush,
David Robertson and Abe Mul-
berry will be our child care provid-
ers.

On Mother’s Day, | will be inviting
the children to help honor the

our time together working on Faith Statements. Be sure fo
bring your work from our last meeting together!

women of our congregation with a
special gift!

Mark your calendars now for our
Sunday School celebration. All
classes will be invited to gather
together in the Fellowship Hall at
9:00 am as we help Cleopas,
Miriam and the stranger journey to
Emmaus.



Women’s Fellowship

Members of Community United Church of Christ's Women's Fellowship will meet at 1:00 p.m. on May 17, 2007, at the
home of Bob and Mary Ellen Schroeder instead of on May 10, 2007 as originally announced. Mary Forbes and Edie

Knippel will serve as hostesses and Becky Hanson will provide devotions and the program, Drumming for Meditation. Eve-

ryone is welcome.

Donation of Soup for TIMES Center

CUCC dates for making soup for
TIMES shelter are June 14-19. This is
a prior notice since we will be out of
town May 6-29. Buckets are avail-
able in upstairs kitchen for the next
few Sundays. TIMES is an overnight
shelter for men, they feed women
and children at noon and dinner, but
they do not stay overnight. CUCC
has supported TIMES since it was the
Men's shelter at McKinley (actually
from the very beginning as an all
volunteer effort starting in early
1980's). The workers use the soup
provided by volunteers to provide
lunches to whoever shows up.

Any kind of soup is fine except for
cream soups which do not freeze
well. Vegetarian, meat, with pastaq,
rice, etc, and vegetables are

fine. Chili is popular. These men
spend a lot of the day walking so
don't drain the fat, they are not
counting calories--they need the

fat. You may take the soup to the
shelter or bring buckets to church and
put them in upstairs freezer in
kitchen. lce Cream buckets should
be available in upstairs kitchen any
time. You may have to get them off
the top of storage cabinet in the
kitchen since | will not be there to set
them out, but we will be sure there is

a supply there.

Information for Any Scheduling at CUCC

Some of our church members have
cooked meals at TIMES, some have
served on the board, and have con-
tributed motel soaps, shampoo, etc,
and there may be other services that
| am not aware of. We always have
a good response to request for soup
and hope this June will be no excep-
tion.

Thanks to all the soup makers!

Jan Wilson

To schedule any meetings or events to be located at CUCC please contact Jennifer Kelleher at her email

kelleher8@scs.uviuc.edu or email her at the CUCC Website www.community-ucc.org.

Prayer Protest Continues!

‘/ y B

tributing “food for thought” and some lively conversation.

Each Wednesday at 11:45 am for the past three years members and friends have met at the
northeast front entrance of the Church to provide campus folk with “Gorp” or “Trail Mix” con-

If you are interested in providing

“gorp” or “trail mix” please drop it off in the church office. You could also make a monetary contribution to help with the

cost of the mix.



A Note From Jack Good

Thanks, Jo Ann (Fley), for your note

and your concern.

The shooting at VA Tech was in our
neighborhood (about forty miles), a
part of the Roanoke Valley area. It
was also a place that has been im-
portant to us in a variety of

ways. VA Tech, as you know, is our
land-grant college, so many state 4-

H activities took place there. | at-

tended many, and presided over
some, meetings in Burress Hall, a
building that has been in the national
spotlight. More recently, George,
our son-in-law, received his Ph.D.
From VA Tech, so we visited them
often in their Tech residence.

We know, however, only a few peo-
ple currently involved in life

there. So our grief is like yours, sor-

Summer Choir Schedule and Arts Camp News

Summer Choir rehearses at 8:30 am on Sunday mornings
through June and July. Anyone who would enjoy singing,
please join us to rehearse the anthem for that Sunday.

Also, we need volunteers to assist with Arts Camp from

June 11th through June 22nd. If you would be able to

Job Opening: Religious Education Assistant

he Religious Education

Committee would like to

announce that we have an
opening for a person to serve as

the Religious Education Assistant

Crop Report

for our programs. This position will
be approximately 10 hours per
week, and will work 10 months of
the year. If you or someone you
know is interested in learning more

row over lost lives and lost tal-

ent. And we feel great loss over the
long-range impact of this event on a
fine university that serves all of this
area. | cannot imagine that VA Tech
will be back to normal in the foresee-
able future.

(signed, Jack Good)

Submitted by JoAnn Fley

donate a snack for 30 campers or volunteer an hour or
two to help out with lunch hour from 11:30 am until 12:30
pm, we would appreciate this. Please let Bob Smith know
ASAP! (352-2638).

about this, please contact the
Church Office for a copy of the
Job Description.

big thank you to all the CUCC members who walked on April 15! We had 13 walkers and raised
$1,855.18. Maybe next year we can have 15 walkers and give $2000.00! It was a good day and we
appreciate the walkers, but also those of you who cannot walk but contributed to those who could. The

total amount raised by 20 congregations was $27,155.33, which is not quite up to our goal of $28,000, but more money

always comes in so we might yet make the goal as the largest single source of donations for Church World Service.

The biggest congregation in giving was, as usual, Wesley, with 26 walkers raising $4,956. Several groups raised consid-

erable money on line this year, Wesley had over $1,100. In fact, 10% of our total giving raised on line!l We will keep

that in mind for next year for you tech savvy people.

Again, thank you to all who helped.

Curt & Jan Wilson



CUCC Welcomes New Members on Sunday, March 25, 2007

Vicki Burkhalter

Vicki comes to our church with an exuberance that enlivens
us. Underneath this exuberance is a deep appreciation for
“fairness.” In any situation, if she can answer the question,
“What's fair2”, her interest and passion will follow. Her
activities are far ranging, including geography, geology,
history and the natural world. But she also enjoys simply
gazing out the window and putzing in the yard. She even
likes to weed and mow the lawnl. As a mother, she likes
being a teacher. She also likes seeing Georgia’s daily
facial expressions and hearing the surprising words that
she puts together. As a partner to Susan, she appreciates
how very special her extended family is to her. We wel-
come Vicki (and never Victorial) to our congregation.

Sponsor ~ Ruth Gilbert

Michelle Chappell

Michelle was born and grew up in Houston, Texas. She
graduated from the University of Houston. Her parents,
grandmother, sister and two nieces live in the Houston

ared.

She joined St. Mark's United Methodist Church in Houston
as a young adult by affirmation of her faith. She was
baptized at the church and was very involved with the
Youth group. She was a Summer Youth Director at another
local church in Houston and then joined the staff at St.
Mark's as the Youth Director.

Michelle's first "real job" out of college was with the
American Red Cross. It is here where she met her life part-
ner, Michelle Franke. They have shared their lives fogether
for a mere 15 years.

Michelle's job moved the two of them to San Jose, Califor-
nia in 2000. In January 2003, their daughter, Rose Ash-
leigh was born. In August 2006, the three of them took a
risk and moved to Champaign, lllinois. They have very
dear friends that they known for 15 years that encour-

aged them to make the move.

Michelle and her family are very happy to have found a
"home" together at Community United Church of Christ.

She enjoys playing with Rose, shopping, riding her bike
with Rose in tow, gardening and the great outdoors. She

also commonly goes by her last name, Chappell .
Sponsor ~ Anna Mehl
Michelle Franke

Michelle Franke lives in Champaign with her life partner,
Michelle Chappell and their four year old daughter, Rose.
(To be less confusing The Michelle's often go by their last
names -this Michelle is known by her friends as Frankie).
Michelle and her family are originally from Houston,
Texas, but recently moved here from San Jose, California.
Michelle works for the University of lllinois Foundation as
the Associate Director of Development Research.

Michelle was raised Catholic and was active with her
church into young adulthood taking on roles in youth minis-
try, Christian education, and church leadership. She is ex-
cited about finding an open and affirming community to
be part of and share her gifts and talents. Michelle enjoys
playing with Rose, antique shopping, flea markets and
entertaining friends. She loves cooking shows (especially
Rachel Ray) and anything on HGTV. | might also add she
has a wicked sense of humor and great decorating skill!
Michelle has a positive outlook and a can do attitude.
When faced with challenges, her motto's have always
been — "we'll figure it out" and "todo esta bien — It's all
good"!

Sponsor ~ Deirdre Lanesskog

(Continued on page 9)



(Continued from page 8)
Susan Kundrat

Susan admires the poet, performer, author, and director, Maya Angelou. ‘Maya makes every day things come alive!’
Susan believes in this, “get the most out of every day: Maya’s autobiography, | Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, was
nominated for a National Book Award. Though Susan’s life story may never become a best-seller, let me tell you a story

that she shared with me which shaped her outlook, on life.

Susan grew up the youngest of six children in Jefferson, lowa. Her father died at an early age. Her mother worked hard
to care for her children. Mrs. Mary Kundrat decided to purchase a brand new home for $42,000. No banker would loan
her the money, but she was persistent until a banker, Francis Cudahy, listened to her need and provided the loan. The

Kundrats had a new home and Susan had her own bedroom. Mary Kundrat is a positive thinker.

Susan’s belief system grows from this positive thinking. “It is important to stay around positive people.” She feels herself
blessed that she has been around positive people in her life. Susan thinks she ‘tends to be more positive when in the midst

of positive energy.’

Susan’s eyes light up when she talks about her work in Dietetics and Sports and Wellness Education. Susan is on the Board
of Gatorade. She is involved in working with athletes on hydration nutrition. Susan travels a lot with her work and is on

the fly by the proverbial ‘seat of her pants’ sometimes, but she loves the adventure!

At home in Savoy, Susan enjoys her time with her life partner Vicki Burkhalter and their daughter Georgia. As a family
quest, they have together decided to visit all 50 states by the time Georgia graduates from high school. They have a
pop-up camper; love camping and traveling. Susan likes spending time with her family in Peoria and Vicki’s family in

Missouri.

You sports enthusiasts—don’t take Susan on! She plays many sports such as tennis, softball—look out, she is competi-

tivel—Dbiking, running, working out at the gym and swimming.

I have known Susan for some time. | believe her faithful to this, her belief, ‘one need only accept the stage one is at and

do that which is the most important thing you can do right now’.
Welcome, Susan.

Sponsor ~ Patricia Donahvue

Ellen and Gabriel Solis

Ellen and Gabriel Solis are both from Modesto, California. They met when they were juniors in high school and got mar-
ried after graduating from college. Gabriel attended the University of Wisconsin, Madison and Ellen went to the Univer-
sity of California, Santa Cruz. Gabriel then went on to get his PhD at Washington University in St. Louis and Ellen got a
Bachelor's degree in nursing from the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia and Masters degree in midwifery from
the Frontier School of Midwifery and Family nursing. They moved to Urbana from Philadelphia in 2002. Gabriel is a pro-
fessor of music at the U of | and Ellen is a nurse-midwife at Carle Clinic and Hospital. Ellen's hobbies include knitting, bak-
ing, reading, gardening and dancing. Gabriel plays in a salsa band and enjoys cooking, woodworking and reading.

Their two children, Coleman 10 and Isabella 6 attend Leal school in Urbana.

Sponsor ~ Anita Stein
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805 South Sixth, Champaign, IL 61820
Ph: (217) 344-5091 FAX: (217) 344-5008
Website: www.community-ucc.org
Email: info@community-ucc.org
Office Hours: Mon-Thu 9 am-3 pm

Church Staff

Pastor: Rev. Michael Mulberry
mike(@ community-ucc.org I'Ubel
Religious Education Director:
Rev. Tracy Heilman
tracy@community-ucc.org
Choir Director: Robert Smith
smithrob @ champuignschools.org

Organist: Linda Vaughn . . .
lindavaughn@community-ucc.org @ext Communigram will be mailed out on May 23
Facilities Manager: Robert Scaggs

bobscaggs@community-ucc.org
Office Manager: Cindy Dodd
info@ community-ucc.org
Parish Nurse: Linda Morgan
Community Life Calendar Keeper: Jennifer Kelleher

kelleher8@scs.uiuc.edu Sunday Schedule Summer Sunday Schedule
Child Care Providers: Laura Czopek, Jessica Bush, Julia Sepfember _qu Begins June 3, 2007
Kara, David Robertson !
9:00 am ~ Sunday School 8:45 am Choir Rehearsal
UCC Campus Ministry Staff 9:30 am ~ Choir Rehearsal 9:30 am WorShi_p .
Campus Minister: Rev. Karen Bush 10:15 am ~ Worship 9:30 am Nursery & Big Kids
Karen@community-ucc.org 11:30 am ~ Coffee Hour 10:30 am Coffee Hour

6-8 pm ~ Youth Group 6:00 pm CUCC Youth Group

Church Life Board

Below is the Church Life Board Schedule for Thursday, May 10t
5:15 - 6:00 pm - dinner is served

6:00 - 7:00 pm - identity teams and ministry groups met

7:00 - 7:30 pm - chairs of ministry groups meet with coordinators if information needs to go to
Church Life Board

7:30 - 9:00 pm - Church Life Board Meeting

We gather to nurture, share and celebrate the wonder of life. No matter who, no matter what, no
matter where you are on life’s journey...we invite you to join us.



