
   

 

Through the unified leadership of its National Officers, Conference Ministers and Semi-
nary Presidents, the United Church of Christ is seeking to build an unprecedented faith-
based movement "to join protest to prayer" in ending the war in Iraq. Now we need you!  
 
Please sign our pastoral letter and join the ministries of the UCC in opposition to the war 
in Iraq. Let's stand together in support of policies that can end the death and violence 
and lead to a lasting peace in the Middle East through diplomacy.  

Full Petition Text:  

Along with thousands of United Church of Christ members and supporters, I call for an 
end to the war in Iraq, an end to our reliance on violence as the first, rather than the last 
resort, an end to the arrogant unilateralism of preemptive war.  
 
I call for the humility and courage to acknowledge failure and error, to accept the futility 
of our current path, and I cry out for the creativity to seek new paths of peacemaking in 
the Middle East, through regional engagement and true multinational policing.  
 
I call for acknowledgement of our responsibility for the destruction caused by sanctions 
and war and a beginning to rebuild trust in the Middle East and around the world.  
 
I call for repentance in our nation and for the recognition in our churches that security is 
found in submitting to Christ, not by dominating others.  
 
I will join protest to prayer, support ministries of compassion for victims here and in the 
Middle East, cast off the fear that has made all of us accept the way of violence and 
return again to the way of Jesus. Thus may bloodshed end and cries be transformed to 
the harmonies of justice and the melodies of peace. For this I yearn, for this I pray, and 
toward this end I rededicate myself as a child of a loving God who gives "light to those 
who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace." 

Shalom, 

Mike 
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From the Desk of Rev. Mulberry 

I love my 
church  

because... 
 

 ...when we cried together 
on September 11th, we 
cried for the whole world. 
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A couple of years 
ago my husband and 
I were at a barbeque 
on a Sunday after-
noon where some of 
his golf friends were 
also guests. I am con-
vinced that there is a 

special gene on the Y chromosome 
that allows men to remember every 
golf shot they have ever made, be-
cause as usual they were rehashing 
every stroke of the day when a non-
golfing guest asked, “Why were you 
playing golf on Sunday morning 
rather than attending church?”  One of 
the golfers immediately replied, “I’m 
Presbyterian.  We don’t have to go to 
church in the summer.”  Everyone 
laughed and the golf talk continued. 

 

There is just something about a bright, 
sunny Sunday morning that makes it 
harder to get to church than on a 
bleak, cold January morning, espe-
cially in a university town where the 
entire pace of life slows down once 

the students leave.   Summertime is 
made for picnics and barbeques and 
golf games.  It is a time for relaxing 
and reconnecting with family and 
friends.  It is a time for day trips to 
the zoo and family vacations.  It is a 
time for making important memories 
with the people we love and some-
times that means we don’t get to 
church every Sunday. Perhaps that’s 
how it should be, but while we are out 
and about in the world, it is important 
to remember that the work of our 
church continues. 

 

This morning after worship Kellee 
Weinhold and Susan Schnuer unveiled 
the “Feasibility Study Corn Stalk” to 
reflect the funding status of the feasi-
bility study for the renovation of our 
building.  It works on the same princi-
ple as the “fundraising thermometer” 
but is more apropos to our environ-
ment and I am sure is completely or-
ganic.  As the funds for the study are 
donated, the corn grows.  Right now, 
we have about $5,000 of the 

$25,000 we need for the study.  Our 
goal is to have the money raised by 
the end of the summer, so that we may 
go forward with our planning in the 
fall.  If you have not had a chance yet 
to make a donation to this important 
step towards the future of our church, I 
urge you to do so as soon as possible. 
I would very much like to welcome 
everyone back in the fall with a fully 
developed stalk of corn and the news 
that the study is underway. 

 

I will be leaving on July 11th for three 
weeks with my husband’s family in 
Scotland, so if you have any questions 
or concerns while I am away please 
direct them to Past Moderator, David 
Gerstenecker.  I will be thinking of you 
while I am away, and hoping that the 
sanctuary is only unbelievably hot and 
not dangerously so.  While attending 
worship in Scotland, we will undoubt-
edly be wearing sweaters. 

Vicky Robertson 

Community United Church of Christ is forming a 
“Play Group” where we will occasionally go to a 
play or a movie and then have discussion over 

dessert afterwards.  There are a couple of opportu-
nities coming up.  Please watch for your email and 
the Sunday bulletins for details.  

Moderator’s Musings 

Dear Members and Friends of Community UCC, 

While we were at the General Synod in Hartford, Connecticut, Rev. John Thomas, the UCC General Minister and Presi-
dent, issued a pastoral letter urging an end to the war in Iraq.  Because I believe this issue is of ultimate importance, I put 
this pastoral letter before you now so you can decide, with faith and conscience, whether you shall join this growing faith-
based movement.  You may electronically sign this pastoral letter at http://ga3.org/campaign/iraq_petition.   

Rev. Mulberry 

General Synod Presentations Online! 

Play Group Coming to CUCC 
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E very harvest begins with the planting of a seed. 

There we were, once again.  

It was Sunday, June 3rd in the Fellowship Hall of the 
Community United Church of Christ. The congregation was 
gathered to decide on the next step in the life of the church 
building. For some, it felt like Déjà vu all over again. Hadn’t 
we voted on this before? Wouldn’t we come to the same old 
standstill? Would we really be willing to buy into something 
as an entire congregation? 

We sat together at the tables, ate our shared dishes and lis-
tened to the recommendations of Howie Guenther’s commit-
tee.  

Then we voted.   

Our response was UNANIMOUS. 

We are ready. 

We want information. 

We want a feasibility study done so we can fully under-
stand the options, costs and potential revenue resulting 

from remodeling the church as a multi-use building. 

AND, we are willing to pay for it. 

I am writing to ask you to make your contribution toward 
fulfilling that commitment to raise the $25,000 required for 
the feasibility study. 

Prior to Sunday’s announcement of this part of our fund-
raising efforts, we collected $5,800 toward our goal. The 
“seed money” of these initial donors has put us well on the 
way. 

Your contribution will get us through to the harvest. 

Please consider what you are able to contribute toward 
the vibrant and exciting future of Community United Church 
of Christ and make a donation today to the UCC Feasibil-
ity Study. Together we are powerful beyond measure. 

Kellee Weinhold 

Development Ministry Team Leader 

Every Harvest Begins With the Planting of a Seed 

W hat, you may ask, is our 
church going 5 for 5 in?  Why special 
offerings of course!  The United Church 
of Christ collects 5 special offerings 
nationally and our church is going to 
join those stepping up to support all 5 
offerings.  Get excited now because 
over the next church year, we are go-
ing to be learning about these offer-
ings. 

 

So what's up first?   

 

Strengthening the Church! 

 

This is a new offering for our church 

community.  In the past, Strengthening 
the Church's commitment to help strug-
gling churches has caused us to place 
this offering on the back burner, but it 
is time we commit to the national mis-
sion of the UCC.  Money from this 
helps to start new churches, helps out 
new programs, and works to make our 
denomination stronger.   

 

Not only that, but this offering has 
helped right here at CUCC. Recently, 
the money has been geared towards 
youth and young adult programs.  
Because of this, three college students, 
myself included, were able to go to 
the National General Synod thanks to 
a grant our Campus Ministry received 
from the Strengthening the Church 
fund.  As you will learn July 22nd, 

when we plan on taking the Strength-
ening the Church offering, Synod was 
exactly the spiritual call to action I 
needed.  Now I call upon you, my 
church family to help the Strengthen-
ing the Church fund, after all, we are 
not alone. When we give to these na-
tional funds we are helping people 
just like myself to be inspired in new 
ways. 

 

Please bring your special offering 
Sunday, July 22nd for the Strengthen-
ing the Church fund! 

 

Thanks, 

Susan Requa 

Our Church is Going 5 for 5 
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New Soloist 

Please welcome Amy Fuller, so-
prano, our new soloist who is re-
placing Meagan Smith who will be 
leaving us at the end of July.  Amy 
is a DMA student in Vocal Perform-
ance at UIUC and has a wealth of 
performing experience including 
being on the roster of the Metro-
politan Opera in New York.  She 
was featured last spring with 
UIUC’s Opera Theater in the lead-
ing roll of Madame Butterfly. 

Community Arts Camp 

Thank you to all who helped to 
make Community Arts Camp suc-
cessful this year.  Thank you to all 
the CUCC volunteers.  We couldn’t 
do it without you.  

 

 

 

 

Special Music for August 

As you know, the CUCC Chancel 
Choir has traditionally taken off 
the month of August.   Therefore 
we ask if anyone would like to 
Adopt-a-Sunday for special music.  
It can be instrumental, soloists, du-
ets, trios or whatever you may 
wish.  Please contact Bob Smith, 
Choir Director at Community 
United Church of Christ if you are 
interested in sharing your musical 
talent during August. 

CUCC is responsible to drive the on 
Wheels (Champaign) and Purple 
(Urbana) Routes August 13-17. We 
have depended on our faithful driv-
ers but it would be to have a couple 
of new volunteers. We work in teams 
of two, one driver, and one runner 
who carries the food to each individ-
ual. We pick up food at the Illini Un-
ion at 10:30 am, deliver from 8- 15 
meals and finish between 12 and 
12:30 pm. Instructions are mailed to 

each person working with specific 
information the previous week. 
Please call me if you could drive or 
"run" a day or two that week. We 
will try to pair new people with ex-
perienced ones. 

 

 

Meals on Wheels is a long standing 
community service to or elderly peo-

ple to keep them in their own homes 
longer. They are grateful and gener-
ally fun to meet. 

 

Thanks. 

 

Janice Wilson 367 5783 (We will be 
in Minnesota July 25-August 11, so 
please call NOW). 

We still need Altar Flower Sponsorship for September 23, November 4 & 11, December 9 and 
30th.  Sign up can be found in the south side of the Parlor near the library door.  Please pay $25 
and mark your check Altar Flowers.  You can turn it in at the office or place it in the collection plate.  
Please feel free to take your flowers with you after the service. 

Notes from Bob Smith 

Meals on Wheels Needs You August 13-17 

Altar Flower Sponsors Needed 
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Children at Community United Church of Christ 

�Anyone interested in assisting with the maintenance, development, or design of the church’s website 
is invited to contact Tom Ward (344-1619).  You don’t need to know anything about web software 
or HTML or CSS or XML or any of those other buzz words. Ideas are what are needed. And a will-

ingness to help us make our web presence even better than it is. Come join us. 

Community United Youth Group 

 

 

We are just taking it easy this month, with time for relaxing and fun!  Join us each Sunday evening from 6-8 pm.  Here’s 
what we’ll be doing in July... 

� � July 15:  We’ll meet at Jarling’s (bring some money for custard) and then walk over to Hessel to plan our Gen-
eral Synod Worship Service 

� � July 21:  Let’s join the Illinois Conference Youth Initiative at Lincoln Park Zoo in Chicago! (Meet at the church at 9 
am) 

� � July 22:  Kickball and wiener roast 

� � July 29:  Swimming at Indian Acres, bring $5 for admission 

HELPING SHAPE THE CHURCH WEBSITE 

It is so good to see our children gather together each Sun-
day morning.  What a privilege it is to watch them grow 
up.  Did you hear Madeleine chime in with the older chil-
dren as she told us that our offering goes to Humane Bor-
ders? 

During the remaining Sundays of July, we will be listening 
and responding to 3 stories from Luke’s gospel:  The good 

Samaritan, Mary and Martha at work, and Ask, Seek and 
Knock.  Be sure to have your child get an Activity Bag for 
some fun ways to engage in the story. 

Watch for emails about upcoming kid-friendly outings 
(Pool Party, Drive-in movie, camp out, etc.) 

 

Eastern Association Youth Summit,  Friday, Sept. 14-Sunday, Sept. 16 

Throughout the course of the weekend, we’ll learn about and attend a Bar Mitzvah, tour a Hindu Temple, and learn about 
the Muslim faith.  There will also be time for games, swimming, gym time and relaxing.  Oh, and Christopher Grundy will 
be providing music! 

ICYI Midwinter Retreat, Friday, January 11 – Sunday, January 13 

We’ll travel to Pilgrim Park for a weekend of learning, laughter and song.  Brian Syrchio will be part of the event! 

 

Remember, our youth group is open to all in grades 6-12.  We hope that you will join us for these events! 

Some dates to put on your calendar... 
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Each Wednesday at 11:45 am for the past 
three years members and friends  have 
met at the northeast front entrance of the 
Church to provide campus folk with “Gorp” 
or “Trail Mix” containing Words of Com-
passion for those suffering in Iraq. Bring 
your sack lunch and join us in distributing 

“food for thought” and some lively conver-
sation.   If you are interested in providing 
“gorp” or “trail mix” please drop it off in 
the church office. You could also make a 
monetary contribution to help with the cost 
of the mix.   

Each Summer the migrant farm workers from 
South Texas, Nebraska and Washington State 
come to the area (Rantoul, Urbana and Cham-
paign) to work detasseling corn. The corn 
leaves cut their arms when they are working in the 
fields. For this reason, I am asking the community to please 
donate used long sleeve shirts and blouses. The shirts and 
blouses need to be made of cotton. Please do not donate 
flannel or polyester shirts and blouses because such mate-
rial is very hot during the Summer. 

 

You can leave your donations in the following 
places: Urbana Community radio station 104.5 
F.M., which is located next to the Urbana post 

office on Broadway and Elm, at La Casa Cutural 
Latina on 1203 W Nevada and at the Community 

United Church of Christ, (A donation box can be found 
under the coat rack in the Narthex at CUCC.) 

Thank You for your donations. 

Mrs. Martina Miranda-Lugo 
Rantoul-Migrant Summer School Recruiter 

Donate Used Long Sleeve Shirts and Blouses 

Would You Like to Donate Gorp  

or Monetarily as the Prayer Protest Continues? 

Over the course of the next four weeks, migrants will begin pouring in to the sur-
rounding Champaign-Urbana area from the southern United States.  Martina 
Miranda Lugo, one of the people working with these migrants, has asked if we could 
provide non-perishable items like beans, corn, and peanut butter over the next four 
weeks to help the folks.  So if you have an extra can or jar in your pantry, or think 

to pick up one at the supermarket as a form of tithing, please bring those into the church office.  Rev. Mulberry will keep 
them in his office to deliver to Martina and the work she is doing with the migrants. 

Migrant Needs 
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We gather to nurture, share and celebrate the wonder of life.  No matter who, no matter what, no 
matter where you are on life’s journey...we invite you to join us. 

Label 

 

Church Staff 
Pastor: Rev. Michael Mulberry  

mike@community-ucc.org 
Religious Education Director:  
   Rev. Tracy Heilman 

tracy@community-ucc.org 
Choir Director: Robert Smith 

  smithrob@champaignschools.org 
Organist: Linda Vaughn 

lindavaughn@community-ucc.org 
Facilities Manager: Robert Scaggs  

bobscaggs@community-ucc.org 
Office Manager: Cindy Dodd  

info@community-ucc.org 
Parish Nurse: Linda Morgan 
Community Life Calendar Keeper: Jennifer Kelleher   
 calendar@community-ucc.org 
Child Care Providers: Jessica Bush, Julia Kara, Abe 
Mulberry, David Robertson 
 
 
 
 
 

UCC Campus Ministry Staff 
Campus Minister:  Rev. Karen Bush 

Karen@community-ucc.org 

Information for Any Scheduling at CUCC 
To schedule any meetings or events to be located at CUCC please contact Jennifer Kelleher at calendar@community-ucc.org. 

A Just Peace, Progressive,  
LGBT Open and Affirming Congregation 

C O M M U N I T Y   
UNITED CHURCH 
O F   C H R I S T  

�

�

�
 

805 South Sixth, Champaign, IL 61820 
Ph: (217) 344-5091 FAX: (217) 344-5008 

Website: www.community-ucc.org    
Email: info@community-ucc.org 
Office Hours: Mon-Thu 9 am-3 pm 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

Urbana, IL 
Permit No. 18 

8:30 am Choir Rehearsal 
   9:30 am Worship  
   9:30 am Nursery 

 10:30 am Coffee Hour 
   6:00 pm CUCC Youth Group 

The next Communigram will be mailed out on  August 1.The next Communigram will be mailed out on  August 1.The next Communigram will be mailed out on  August 1.The next Communigram will be mailed out on  August 1.    

Summer Sunday Schedule 

Below is the Church Life Board Schedule for Thursday, July 12. 

5:15 - 6:00 pm - dinner is served 

6:00 - 7:00 pm - identity teams and ministry groups meet 

7:00 - 7:30 pm - chairs of ministry groups meet with coordinators if information needs to go to Church Life 
Board 

7:30 - 9:00 pm - Church Life Board Meeting 

Church Life Board  


