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   The deadline for the next Communigram is February 18th at Noon. 

COMMUNITY UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

JUST PEACE , PROGRESSIVE , 

LGBTQ OPEN AND AFFIRMING 

                             Coming up at CUCC... 

 Big things are happening at CUCC this February!    

February 14th -Our Sabbath series ends – thanks for making it a success! 
        New Comers group starts (see page 6 for details) 

 

February 17th - Ash Wednesday Worship (see page 3 for details)  
 

February 20th - Leadership Mini-Retreat (see page 4 for details) 
 

February 21st - MISSION: POSSIBLE Project launch (see “Letters from 
Leah” for details) 

       Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser’s Installation (see page 2 for details) 
 

February 28th - In-Care student Eileen Gebbie preaching  
 

Coming soon!Coming soon!Coming soon!Coming soon!    

CUCC’S MISSION:  

POSSIBLE 



PAGE 2 VOLUME 44, ISSUE 2 

                                           Letters from Leah 
 

 Jesus said, “I am sending you out to Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth…”  That’s what he told the disciples 
during the Great Commission – the big pep talk before the disciples’ mission commenced.  To be honest, that sounds like a tall 
order.   In fact, I get a little intimidated by the Great Commission.  You’re sending me where?  To do what?  Uh….ok…  Frankly, it 
sounds like an impossible mission to me.  But when I pay attention to what Jesus was really saying, then this mission seems 
possible after all.  Jesus was sending people out to do the work he had taught them to do – heal the sick, feed the hungry, clothe 
the naked, visit the imprisoned, share Good News with the downtrodden, challenge the powers that be, play with children, invite 
the outcasts into community, love God wholeheartedly and love neighbors as we love our selves. 
 If Jesus were here today, I think he would tell us to do the same thing.  We, too, are called to go out into the world and 
heal, feed, clothe, visit, share, challenge, play, invite, and love in God’s name.  If Jesus were here today, I think he would tell us, 
“I am sending you out to Champaign County, to the Midwest, and to the rest of the U.S. and beyond on a mission in my name.”  
We are sent to go out and do the work we have been taught.  Starting this Lent, that’s exactly what we’re going to do. 
 This Lent, we will begin a three-year rotation of local, regional, and national/international projects mission projects 
using the formula Jesus outlined for us as a template.  Every Lenten season, our MISSION: POSSIBLE Project will be 
chosen for CUCC by the Mission Ministry Team -- they are announcing the focus of CUCC’s first . 
 MISSION: POSSIBLE Project on Sunday, February 21 during worship – you won’t want to miss this! 
 Each MISSION: POSSIBLE Project will have two parts -- a hands-on service component and a monetary goal for our 
congregation to collect during Lent.  CUCC recently received a $5000 mission gift from an anonymous donor.  A portion of this 
money will be seed money for this year’s project.  Our MISSION: POSSIBLE Projects will be an opportunity for our Community 
to make an intentional impact on a particular area of dire need.  Every Lenten season, our sermon series and small group 
opportunities will complement our MSISSION: POSSIBLE Project.   This year, we will be looking at the service and justice texts 
from Scripture throughout Lent.  I am putting together a booklet of readings which will be available in February.  Be sure to pick 
one up. 
 Having heard the stories of CUCC’s Habitat House from so many of you, I know how mission work has impacted and 
transformed our Community in the past.  I can’t wait to see how our MISSION: POSSIBLE projects will transform our 
Community in the future! 
 Blessings, 
 Leah  

        

 

Community United Church of Christ 
requests the honor of your presence 

at the installation of 
Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser as Pastor 

of Community United Church of Christ, Champaign, Illinois 
Sunday, February 21, 3 p.m. 

with reception to follow in our  new Fellowship Hall 
 

The Rev. Angela Menke Ballou, Associate Pastor, Second Congregational UCC, Beverly, Massachusetts will be 
preaching.  Representatives from the churches of our Eastern Association of the Illinois Conference, along with 

Rabbis and Ecumenical Guests, will be in attendance.  Pastor Leah’s family and friends will also be there.  Clergy 

will be decked out in red stoles -- you are invited to wear red as well.  It will be a grand celebration.  Save the 

date! 
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            Ash Wednesday Worship…A Pastoral Note 
  

 “Ash Wednesday” is the day which begins the season of Lent, the 40 day fast preparing us for Easter, the grand and 
glorious festival day of Christianity.  Ash Wednesday worship involves the ancient tradition of placing ashes (made from the 
burning of last year’s Passion Sunday palms) on the foreheads of the faithful.  Some people find this day to be depressing and avoid 
Ash Wednesday worship services.  I, however, have always relished them.  I have always found the rituals surrounding this worship 
service to be comforting.  When the ashes are smeared on our foreheads we are reminded of these words from Genesis, “You are 
dust and to dust you shall return.”  Now, I don’t know about you, but being a goal oriented, high-achievement type, these words 
have been comforting to me and not disturbing in the least.  These words tend to take the pressure off and remind me that I’m not 
“all that” after all….after all, I’m just dust.  Ash Wednesday is a relief for me.  I hope it will be for you as well.  Our worship 
service will begin at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, February 17.  Our youth will be assisting with the ritual of the imposition of 
ashes.  Childcare will be provided.  Come and worship with us.  

        Moderator’s Musings 
 

 “To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under the sun.” These words from Ecclesiastes have stayed with me 
since hearing them in church. A time for everything… 
 It is now my time, my time to serve as your moderator. My plan is simple –approach this great task with energy and 
excitement (and just a little touch of panic). This year is shaping up to be an exciting one, with new paint and a shiny new kitchen, a 
renewed sense of who we are, and a new Pastor – to help guide us in new directions – we have lots to look forward to and lots to 
accomplish!  
 I am excited by the challenges we face, and the opportunities to use our gifts – especially the ones we don’t yet know we 
have. We have familiar challenges, such as maintaining the levels of stewardship we need to grow in the midst of difficult economic 
times and concurrent with a generously funded capital campaign. And the new challenges – finding new opportunities to increase our 
presence in the community – launching Leah’s blog and our YouTube channel. 
 Now is our time to take a look at what we value in our congregation? I know some of us value the nurturing of our next 
generation. Some value our worship services. Some our music. And some the sense of extended family that comes from our church 
community.  What do we want others to say about Community UCC?  
 I remember the words from St. Paul; “And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.” 
 When people in this community, when we ourselves, think of Community UCC, I would love it if they thought of us as a 
family church, an inclusive church, an outreach church, a music church and any of a number of other values. You fill in the blanks of 
your dreams of our church. And I would love it if anyone could tell each of those things, from the moment they walked into our 
sanctuary on any Sunday morning. But if I had to choose only one thing, I pray that with one step inside our walls, a person could 
know immediately that we were a loving church.  
 Together we can do great things. I hope you will join in where you see your gifts making an impact. If you’d like to talk more 
about the values that guide your life here at CUCC, please feel free to talk to me. And just as important, please talk to the person 
sitting next to you this Sunday. 
 Things are definitely feeling different at CUCC – in a great way!  
  
Michelle Franke 
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                         UCC Campus Ministry News 
                                  Rev. Karen Bush, Campus Minister 
 

 The six member Set team spent a long afternoon planning before classes begin this semester and we are all ready to go. 
The semester is beginning with our Winter Retreat at Tower Hill in Michigan, which is a very special time for our little 
community.   
 We will continue to meet every Friday night this semester with Chapel at 5:00 pm followed by dinner together 
followed by our Friday night program. 
 Our Friday program rotation will include: interfaith, multicultural, service, movies and discussion about life and faith 
and community building evenings. 
 We are so excited to be able to enjoy the new and wonderful kitchen and Fellowship Hall at CUCC! 
 The Set Team (Robyn, Caroline, Lisa, Mallory, Amy ,and Karen) 
 

Strategies for Growth: 
Because Growing our Church is Everyone’s Job 

 

 Imagine you have decided to visit Community UCC one Sunday morning.  You aren’t a regular churchgoer.  In fact, this whole “church” 
thing is pretty intimidating to you, but you’ve read some things about CUCC and it’s interesting.  So, you decide to try it out.  You arrive at CUCC 
shortly after 10:15.  Worship has already started.  A friendly greeter hands you a bulletin and says, “Welcome.”  Now, you have to find a seat.  This 
is where the challenge comes in:  most people seem to be sitting near the back and on the aisle.  In order to get a seat, you have a choice to make.  
You could sit down front, but that seems intimidating since you are new.  Or you could excuse yourself as you slip past someone, but that is 
embarrassing.  You do have one other choice:  you could ask someone to move down so you can have a place to sit.  But that’s really awkward – 
don’t church people have “their seats” that they sit in every Sunday?  You wouldn’t want to oust a family from their sacred spot! 
 One of the best ways to welcome new people into worship is to make room for them.  Even though the above scenario is 
imagined, one thing about it is true.  At CUCC, we have a tendency to sit on the aisle and toward the back.  There are still a lot of 
seats available in our pews – it’s just that new people have to climb over us to get to them.   All of the available seating is typically in 
the middle of rows towards the front of the sanctuary.  Of course, some CUCCers must sit on the aisle or towards the back to be 
able to slip out easily to check on kids, start the coffee, etc.  But, if the rest of us made a concerted effort to slide in and fill forward 
pews first, imagine how easily new comers would find their place! 

 

Leadership Mini-Retreat – Saturday, February 20th 
 Leadership Mini-Retreat – Saturday, February 20 

All CLB members and Ministry Team chairs are invited to a mini-retreat from 9:00 a.m. – 12 noon, Saturday, February 20, in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Rev. Angela Menke Ballou will be leading a workshop entitled ‘Holy Conversation’ based on a resource by the same 
name published by the Alban Institute.   About the resource:  Planning can be challenging in the contemporary congregation, where people 
share a common faith and values but may have very different preferences and needs. Much of the literature on congregational planning presents it as a 
technical process: the leader serves as the chief problem solver, and the goal is finding “the solution to the problem.”  Popular Alban consultants and 
authors Gil Rendle and Alice Mann cast planning as a “holy conversation,” a congregational discernment process about three critical questions: 

Who are we?  
What has God called us to do or be?  
Who is our neighbor?  

Rendle and Mann equip congregational leaders with a broad and creative range of ideas, pathways, processes, and tools for planning. By choosing the 
resources that best suit their needs and context, congregations will shape their own strengthening, transforming, holy conversation. They will find a 
path that is faithful to their identity and their relationship with God. 
We will have a powerful morning!  Don’t miss it.  We need your voice and views.  Please RSVP to the church office by Monday, 
February 15 and indicate whether or not you need child care.  If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Leah. 
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       Sunday School 
 

This winter we have so much going on with the RE program!  First and foremost, the Youth Group is shooting a 4 minute 
video for a competition sponsored by the “Intercommunity Peace and Justice Center”. The topic is “Water as a Human Right”. We 
look forward to being able to screen it for the congregation when it’s completed! As far as the Sunday School program goes, we 
continue to immerse ourselves in the stories of our faith tradition. The past curriculum rotation was “Christmas Journeys.” The 
rotation we are working on presently is “Jonah the Prophet” and then it’s on to Lent and our study of “Women of the Resurrection”. 
In other news, we have a new bookcase and  two new craft tables with drawers for our supplies built right in for the craft area in the 
sanctuary. On a sad side note, our rocking chair for the nursery, after years of faithful service, has broken irreparably. If anyone has 
any old wooden rockers or gliders your looking to get rid of, please bring them into CUCC as we love to rock our babies in them! 

We have a new children’s choir director, Ms. Jodi Prosser, a new childcare worker Ms. Amanda Dexter, and a new yoga 
instructor, Mr. Adam Hughes. We are working on another opportunity for our children’s choir to participate in an upcoming 
service. They have been working on some new songs complete with sign language and are very excited to share what they’ve 
learned with the community! 

The “newest” news is the presence of new reading material in a few different areas of the church on various display stands. 
We’ve ordered “Elf” books for the edification of our smallest members. We’ve also ordered a special set of CareNotes for our 
children and another for our youth group. The purpose of these notes is to be able to explain to our little ones important concepts 
in dealing with difficult issues in their young lives. The youth of our church might also find these notes helpful as they navigate their 
adolescent journey. Please ask for the location of this recent asset if any of these topics need addressing in yours or your young one’s 
life!Elf book and CareNote topics include: Sibling relationships, reluctance to attend church, friendship, morals and values, 
bullying, relationships with God, emotions, respect, peer pressure, death, when bad things happen, divorce, and 
sickness.CareNotes for Youth topics: Emotions, Gossip, Divorce, Parent Problems, Peer pressure, Sex and Good Choices, Stress, 
Rejection, and Problems in School. 
Thank you for all that you do! 
 

- Ms. Sarah J. Noceda  
 RE Director 
 sjnoceda@yahoo.com 

                           Message From the Faith Community Nurse 
 

  Pastor Leah’s sermon series and book study theme of Sabbath is an intriguing one for me.  It’s a concept that we so 
easily lose sight of, yet it is so vital to our well-being, and yes, to our relationship with God. In keeping with this theme, I ran 
across a book called “Slow-down Therapy” by Linus Mundy.  Following are excerpts from this book that speak to me, and 
hopefully to you as well. 
 

•Slow down; God is still in heaven.  You are not responsible for doing it all—yourself—right now. 
•Take nothing for granted: watch water flow, the corn grows, the leaves blow, and your neighbor mows.  
•Taste your food.  God gives it to delight as well as to nourish. 
•Notice the sun and the moon as they rise and set.  They are remarkable for their steady pattern of movement, not their 
speed. 
•Talk and play with children.  It will bring out the unhurried little person inside you. 
•Talk slower.  Talk less.  Don’t talk.  Communication isn’t measured by words. 
•Listen to the song of a bird—the complete song.  Music and nature are gifts, but only if you are willing to receive them. 
•Take time just to think.  Action is good and necessary, but it’s fruitful only if we muse, ponder, and mull. 
•Direct your life with purposeful choices, not with speed and efficiency.  The best musician is one who plays with expression 
and meaning, not the one who finishes first.  
•Once in a while, turn down the lights, the volume, the throttle, the invitations.  Less really can be more.  
•Count your blessings—one at a time and slowly. 
 
Submitted by Linda Morgan, Faith Community Nurse 
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            Mark your calendar for Sweetheart Dinner on Saturday February 13! 
 

The Annual Sweetheart Dinner will take place on Saturday, February 13th in Fellowship Hall.  Seating will begin at 5:30 pm.  
Come for a delightful extravaganza filled with wacky entertainment and culinary delights.  Fun for the whole family!  All proceeds 
help fund Breakaway 2010 to Jackson, Mississippi to work with Habitat for Humanity.   

                      Newcomers Group Begins! 
  
 Whether you are a true newcomer to Community UCC, or whether you already have been with us for a while, please 
join us for our upcoming newcomer's group sessions!   There will be a chance for you to share your story, for us to share 
Community's story with you, and for you to find out what membership in this faith community is all about!   The group will be 
meeting after church on three Sundays: February 14th, February 28th, and March 14th from 12:00 pm - 1:30 pm.    We 
will meet shortly after fellowship time in the parlor, share a light lunch, and then get started!   Childcare will be available if you 
let us know at least 1 week in advance that you need it.   Please call or contact the church office or Jeanne Ward (344-1619, 
jeawa@comcast.net) to sign up or to ask questions.    

                                  Parking Availability 
 

 Several parking spaces in CUCC’s renter’s lot have become available or will be available when this leasing term is up.  If 
you or anyone you know is interested in renting a space from the Church, please have them contact Hailee in the office at 
info@community-ucc.org or 344-5091.   
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                     CUCC on the Web 
 Did you know that you can watch Pastor Leah’s previous weeks’ sermons on our church’s YouTube channel, online at 
http://www.youtube.com/communityucc  Pastor Leah also invites you to read and comment on her  blog, which can be found 
online at http://communityucc.blogspot.com.  Please check out these sites and share anything that you find interesting with your 
friends and family!   

For these links, and more about the church, check out our website at  http://www.community-ucc.org/home/ 

                 Women’s Fellowship Meeting 
 The Women’s Fellowship Group will be meeting on February 11th at Clark Lindsey.  It will begin at 1:30 pm and Ruth 
Fisher will be hosting the meeting with our new Pastor, Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser.  We hope to see you there! 

                     A Letter From Colie Huppertz 
  

 Over the last three and a half years as a U of I student and member of this church, I have been in the process of discerning 
my call, to seminary school and to the ministry. Whether or not I have known you deeply, each of you has been a part of this 
community that has shaped me along my journey, supporting me and encouraging me with opportunities to explore my call, 
including working with the children and preaching. I’ve been blessed with so many opportunities here that many of the people my 
age who are considering the ministry have not yet had. 

Sadly, my time here is coming to an end. But I could not be more excited for my future. In just a few weeks, I will be 
spending my last semester of my undergrad education studying abroad in Paris, France. And even more excitingly, in the fall I will 
begin my theological education at Lancaster Theological Seminary in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 

I am truly thankful for all my time here at this church. I know that I will miss this church, and think back on it fondly as an 
important moment in my life, helping to shape me into the minister that I will one day become. 

 

May the peace of God be with each of you, in all of your days. 
Colie Huppertz 
U of I Senior, studying biology and French, and future Seminary student 
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            Spring Association Meeting 
 The Spring Association meeting of the Eastern Association, Illinois Conference, is being planned for Sunday, May 2, 
2010 and will be held at St. Peter’s United Church of Christ in Grant Park, IL with an overall theme of “Mission!”  Circle the 
Date! 

              Visit to Turkey in 2010 
 

 Consider a trip to Turkey in 2010.  Two trips are being organized by First Congregational Church of Crystal Lake to 
explore this fascinating country that strategically sits at the crossroads of the Middle East.  The first will be offered in the 
summer especially for young adults (18-26) for a 12 day 10 night visit.  The second will be a slightly longer pilgrimage and will 
be offered in the fall to a less visited region of the country.  Both groups will meet and talk with local people and will enjoy 
Turkish cuisine and customs as they travel.  For more information, please contact Rev. Budd Friend-Jones at the First 
Congregational Church of Crystal Lake, 541 Pierson Street, Crystal Lake, IL 60014.  His phone number is 815-459-6010, 
extension 11 or email him at budd@fcc-cl.org.   

          Last But Certainly Not Least...Welcome to Our New Church Life Board! 
 

Church Life Board 
 

Moderator - Michelle Franke 
Past Moderator - Tom Ward 

Moderator Elect - Tom Watembach 
Clerk - David Wilcox 

Pastor - Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser 
Identity and Mission Ministry Team - Jeanne Ward 
Community Building Ministry Team - Peggy Wade 
Children and Family Ministry Team- Sarah Isaacs 

Sound and Ethical Practices Ministry Team - Ken Gilbert and Vicky Robertson 
Financial Ministry Team - Roger Wade 
Worship Ministry Team - Linda Owens 

 

Committees 
 

Personnel Committee- Nancy Cattell (chair), Jennifer Robbennolt, Jim Carnahan ,and Tom Ward 
Nominating Committee- Susan Schnuer, Vicky Robertson, and Michelle Franke 

Pastoral Relations Committee - Gabriel Solis (chair), Ruth Fisher, Anna Mehl, Deb Townsend, and Tom Watembach 
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Pastor: 
Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser 
leah@community-ucc.org 
 

Religious Education Director: 
Sarah Noceda 
sarah@community-ucc.org 
 

Choir Director: Robert Smith 
smithrob@champaignschools.org 
 

Organist: Linda Vaughn 
lindavaughn@community-ucc.org 
 

Office Manager: Hailee Osterer  
info@community-ucc.org 
 

Faith Community Nurse:  
Linda Morgan 
 

Community Life Calendar Keeper:   
David Gerstenecker  
calendar@communiy-ucc.rg 
 

Child Care Providers:  Jessica Bush, 
Lauren Knutsen, and Kathryn Scott 
 

Children’s Choir Director: 
Jodi Prosser 
 

UCC Campus Ministry 
Campus Minister: 
Rev. Karen Bush 
karen@community-ucc.org 
 

COMMUNITY UNITED CHURCH OF 

CHRIST 

JUST PEACE, PROGRESSIVE , 

LGBTQ OPEN AND AFFIRMING  

Church Staff 

Return Service Requested 

Sunday Regular Schedule  

 

9:00 am Sunday School  
 

 9:25 am Choir Rehearsal  
 

10:15 am Worship  
After the Children’s Time,  

Children up to 4 years old are welcome 
 in the nursery   

 

11:30 am Community Time 
 

   6:00 pm CUCC Youth Group 


