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This Month at CUCC...
Sunday, May 2nd 10:15 am — We are an Open and Affirming People!
Communion

U of I Graduation Celebration
6:00 pm — Springside Dinners

Sunday, May 9th 10:15 am — We are a Family-loving People!
Thanks to the Sunday School for Leading worship!

Sunday, May 16th 10:15 am — We are a Progressive People!

Sunday, May 23rd 10:15 am — We are aVital Church People!
and Pentecost Potluck after Worship
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MARCUS J. BORG

author of the bestselling Maeting Jesus Again for the First Time

The deadline for the next Communigram is May 19th at Noon.
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Letters from Leah a~zu'f.v#:@ Blnitod Crarehi g%&u

“Christ the Lord is Risen today, Alleluia!” I've been singing that for month now. we a re a n
For the commercial world, Easter ended once all the eggs and bunny rabbits got shoved ;
on the clearance rack. But that’s the beauty of being part of the sacred world: for us, CE) 7/ ij€ v
Easter isn’t a day —it’s a lifestyle. As Christian people, we live in the reality of the RS
resurrection where death has no hold and life is full of possibility beyond our wildest ﬁ
imaginations: PCOP |e

The world says, “death” and the resurrected Christ says, “life”. Coetebrating cur Cire Clitues

The world says, “hate” and the resurrected Christ says, “love”. ot @:}@ 20/0
The world says, “fear” and the resurrected Christ says, “understanding”.

The world says, “violence” and the resurrected Christ says, “peace”.

The world says a lot of things that keep us bound up and entombed. But the resurrected Christ rolls away the
stone and invites us into new life. I am so proud to be part of a congregation that lives this new life in profound ways.
[ am immensely impressed with the ways you have chosen to be an Easter people. That’s why we’re exploring our
Core Values during this sermon series. In addition to exploring what it means for us to be a Just Peace, GLBTQ Open
and Affirming and Progressive Church, we are have also set aside two Sundays in this sermon series to celebrate our
relationship to the Campus Ministry and our Christian Education program. Here’s what’s still to come in May:

May 2 — We are an Open and Affirming People (take note -- this is a date change!)

May 9 — We are a Family-Loving People

May 16 — We are a Progressive People

May 23 — We are a Vital Church People with Pentecost Potluck to follow fun & games for all — don’t miss it!
I am excited about this sermon series because it gives us a chance to explore these values we hold as a community of
faith.

We're going to follow that up with our summer sermon series exploring a fantastic book by Marcus Borg,
“Reading the Bible Again for the First Time: Taking the Bible Seriously not Literally.” As Progressive
Christians, at best we struggle with our relationship to scripture. At worst, we ignore it entirely. We’ve allowed the
Bible to be co-opted by other Christians who want to use it as a weapon. Since we’re not interested in doing that, but
don’t know how to respond when people start wielding it, we tend to shrink back for those situations. But, you know
what — it’s my Bible too! Let’s not let our book be hijacked anymore.

I hope you will join me this summer in exploring this profound and challenging text. You can sign up to
purchase a book early this month in the parlor after worship. The cost is $13.01 and checks may be made payable to
Jane Addams Book Store. Or, you can purchase your own. Either way, this is one sermon series resource you won’t
want to miss out on.

Blessings,

WJL“

Farewell

My last day as the Office Manager for CUCC is April 30th. I am so grateful for the opportunity to have
been part of your wonderful community. It has been an absolute pleasure. I will miss CUCC greatly and
wish each and every one of you nothing but the best.

Warm regards,

Hailee

CUCC’s Family Portrait

During our spring Sermon Series, We Are an Easter People, you are invited to bring a framed picture of your family and place it
on the mantle in the Parlor. Let’s see what our CUCC family portrait would look like!
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What Do I Say to Someone Who is Grieving?

In April, Pastor Leah attended a Carle Hospital seminar entitled “At a Loss: Exploring the Shared Experience
of Grief & Bereavement & the Helping Professional’s Response.” What a helpful, informative event! One presenta-
tion, “What to Say/What to Do” addressed dilemmas we all face: what do I say when someone’s experienced a loss?
We all have insecurities in these situations. We’re terrified of saying the wrong thing. We don’t want to offer pithy
advice. So...what to do? What to do? Here are some situations and options:

What Do I Say?

We want to start a compassionate conversation
with a grieving person, but aren’t sure how, so
we say, “How are you?” This may feel like an
overwhelming question for the person to try to
begin to answer, or it might imply that we simply
want a summary from them.

Instead, try...

“I've been thinking of you and wondering how
you‘re managing.”

“I imagine this has been a complicated time for
you, I hope today brings some peaceful
moments.”

What Do I Say?

We want the grieving person to trust us and
know that we’ve gone through something similar,
so we say, “I know how you feel, when my [loved
one] died,...” This is problematic because it turns
the attention and conversation back on ourselves
and away from the grieving person’s experience.

Instead, try...

“When my [loved one] died, I know how I felt, but
I'm wondering about what you’re thinking and
feeling. Would you be comfortable sharing that
with me while I just listen?”

What Do I Say?

We are uncomfortable with someone’s grief
process and say, “You need to be strong now” or
“They wouldn’t want you to feel this way” or “You
need to move on for the sake of...” This is
directive and places our own expectations upon
others, judging and hindering a person’s unique
grief experience.

Instead, try...

"I imagine this has been difficult, has anything or
anyone been particularly helpful to you?”

"I care about you and have been thinking about
you. May I ask how you've been sleeping and
eating or getting out and around lately?”

*Developed in part by the Academy of Bereavement

What Do I Say?

We want to offer help but don’t know what they
need, so we say, “Call me if you need anything.”
This can be problematic for grieving people who
may not be able to name their needs or are
uncomfortable asking for help.

Instead try...

“I'm available on [day/time] and I would be glad to
keep you company or run some errands for you.
Would that be helpful?”

“If it’s alright with you, I would like to call on
[day/time] to check in with you.”

What Do I Say?

We want to convey a sense of hope or spiritual
comfort, so we say, “It's God’s will/plan” or “At
least they’re in heaven now and aren’t suffering”
or “At least you still have...” This minimizes grief
and make faith-based assumptions that a person
may not share with you at that moment.

Instead, try...
“Whatever you're feeling right now, I still care very
much for you and will support you.”

"I don't understand why these things happen, but I
will hold you in my heart prayerfully and remain
available to support you.”

What Do I Do?¢

Specific Thoughts About Supporting Grieving
Children...

- Utilize appropriate disclosure about the events
that are occurring, children are perceptive and
become alarmed when excluded from events.

- Don't speak in code language when explaining
death. If you believe in an afterlife, speak as
plainly and reassuringly as you can about it.

- Allow children to be present and participatory in
the death event if they want that, allowing any
and all questions and observations from them.

- Reassure children, unequivocally, that despite the
events surrounding them, they will be loved and
cared for by a trusted adult.
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Moderator’s Musings

It’s time to clean. The simple act of clearing one's clutter can serve to open up and create space for new growth,
change, and unlimited possibilities! The spring season can bring opportunities for personal renewal, rebirth, and fresh
starts. This time of year I invite you to work on cleaning out and clearing away not only your physical chaos, but mental,
emotional, and spiritual clutter as well.

Out of Clutter, Find Simplicity.
From Discord, Find Harmony.
In the Middle of Difficulty Lies Opportunity.
--Albert Einstein

Call it what you will—liberation, birth, rebirth, resurrection, mating season, or spring recess—it lends itself to
hope, a fresh start, and new growth. We clean the spaces we live in, we till the soil we’ll soon plant in and, by so doing,
we refresh our own wintered-out souls with the spirit of beginning again.

You are not the person today that you were last spring. Time changes us...albeit often in small incremental
ways...but that’s why we need to look forward and embrace our spiritual futures, instead of hibernating in our pasts. After
cleaning out the old musty clutter we’ve accumulated in the winter months—or years—we can start anew.

This year—whether you steam-clean the upholstery and carpets, launder the drapes and curtains, wash the walls
and windows and repaint all the garden furniture, or just sweep the floor as you do every week—go a step beyond and pay
attention to what your home has to tell you. What do your things mean to you, what do they say about your life; what was
it you wanted from your life, does your home express that, does it help you have it?

For me, my home is just as sacred as any church building. It is the place where I come to recharge myself, the place
where I reconnect to my family, and it is a sanctuary where I can escape the storms of life. As you dive into spring cleaning,
I hope you are able to create a space that nurtures your soul and reflects the best parts of who you are. May your spring
season bring wonder, new life, and resurrection along with many other blessed surprises.

Blessings,

Michelle Franke

Save the Date: Sunday, May 23rd, CUCC’s Pentecost Potluck

Pentecost is the day the church celebrates its birth. So we’re having our own Pentecost Potluck and birthday
party after worship on Sunday, May 23rd, complete with birthday cake! It’s a party full of surprises and fun for all.

Don’t miss it. Please bring a dish to share and your own table service.

Mission Trip Opportunity with an Illinois Conference Church

Rev. Paige Cantwell, supply minister and member at St. John's in Mokena, has been traveling to Nicaragua for
several years and has a strong passion for the ministry of presence and re-building that she has encountered in her jour-
neys there. A group is planning to travel there in July 2010, and they are in need of a few more to join the group to
make it a go. She would be happy to share more information with you should you like to know more and to get details
of the visit. Her contact information is: 708-479-5370 or cell phone: 219-614-1849.

3rd Annual CUCC Parking Lot Sale!

Our annual Parking Lot Sale will be taking place this year on August 21st. As ever, we are looking for your donations to
make this sale a success. Furniture and kitchen items sell particularly well, but just about anything is fair game, so keep
the church in mind as you are doing your spring cleaning. If you have any questions or would like to help with organizing
the sale, please let me know.

Vicky Robertson
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Sunday School Updates

Dear Sunday School Parents:

Happy May! May seems to make everything better, don’t you think? It’s hard to believe winter was so long
when there are tulips and sunshine and green grass as far as the eye can see! Our children have a spring in their step
as well and we are oh-so-excited to step with them during this last month of Sunday School! Please check out our
Youth Groups new Facebook page and become a fan. They have worked hard on it and we are very proud of their
technological accomplishments! The youth group will be having a Car Wash at Illini Oil Change 301 E. Main St,
Urbana from 8am-1pm on Saturday May 15th to raise money for their Mission Trip to Chicago. It is a free car wash
but donations are very welcome! The Youth Group has also been approved for a space at the Urbana Farmer’s
Market this summer. They will be selling CUCC cookbooks for $10 on intermittent Saturdays from May 9th through
August 7th. If you haven’t already purchased one, please do and support their fundraising efforts!

There’s been a lot of excitement in the Sunday School program as we continue to immerse ourselves in the
stories of our faith. The curriculum rotation we are working on, and the last one of the school year, is concerned
with “Paul and the Early Church”. In other news, the Peace Pole was blessedly installed on Sunday April 25th with
our children’s help. Our Time Capsule assembled last Fall was also placed in the ground near the foundation of the
building to be dug up when our current crop of young ones is in college! On May 9th the Sunday School will be
hosting the service with the theme, ‘“We are a Family-Loving People”! We would like every child to have a place in
the service, so please do make sure to respond to the Preschool team or myself with the role your little one would
enjoy. It would make any mother in our congregation melt to see the job the little ones did last year! Please plan to
have your child attend Sunday School and Children’s choir in the next two weeks in preparation for this event. On
May 2nd Pastor Leah would like to give out Bibles to those of our Sunday School who may have missed the chance to
have one given to them in the past. Please plan to be there on Sunday May 2nd so your child may receive their Bible.
We will be having a special “Bible Workshop” after the Children’s Moment for the children to learn to navigate their
way around this very important book. The “New Beginnings” brainstorming session was invaluable in helping us
decide which way forward is best for our community. If you were not able to attend the breakfast please feel free to
send along any ideas you might have to Sarah Isaacs, Pastor Leah, or myself. We’d love to hear them!

CUCC is very happy to be sending Rose-Chappelle-Franke and Adric Mosher to church camp! Registration
forms for camp are available in the Church parlor and we would like parents to know that the Christian Education
committee is prepared to pay a portion of the registration fee for each camper. Also, Vacation Bible School (all ages),
led by Ms. Sarah . Noceda, is set to go at the end of June and Christian Arts Camp (ages 8-15), led by Ms. Jodi
Prosser, will follow in the last two weeks of July. Volunteers will be greatly needed (and much appreciated) for all
programs. More information will follow in the next month. Please consider signing up your children for any or all of
what promises to be more than a few great summer experiences! Oh, and if you haven’t already, please return your
signed photo release forms to the church office. Extra copies are available in the parlor if you have need of them.
Sunday School surveys have been sent out and may be filled out online. There are also paper copies available in the
church parlor. Please take a minute to fill them out.

Thank you for all that you do!

Sarah J. Noceda
RE Director
sinoceda(@yahoo.com

Beds Needed!

At the annual meeting in January, we voted to turn our building at 510 E. Daniel St. into a residential rental
with 5 or possibly 6 bedrooms. This means that we need some beds! For 2010, we will need 4 twin beds, 4 twin
mattress sets, and 4 dressers/chest of drawers. If you have any of these items and would like to donate them to the
church, please contact Vicky Robertson or Ken Gilbert.




VOLUME 44, ISSUE 5

Message From the Faith Community Nurse

Resolve to be tender with the young, compassionate with the aged, sympathetic with the striving, and tolerant

=]

with the weak and wrong. .. .because sometime in your life you will have been all of these.

Submitted by Linda Morgan, Faith Community Nurse

“Scenes from Seminary” by Eileen Gebbie
(egebbie(@ctschicago.edu, 217/714-5629)

The 50 days of Easter are both defining and befuddling. Our confession of faith in a justice worker who walked
out of a tomb is central to who we are but challenging within our hyper-rational world. My professors have pushed back
on rationality, asking me to look at what the stories say and what the stories are trying to do.

That leads me to bodies, something church has most often asked us to leave at the door. But the Easter story is
all about a body, and a pained, shamed body at that. A healer during his life, Jesus’ appearance after his execution was in
a body of bruises, holes, starvation, and thirst. His body bore the marks of Roman shame and social degradation.

We know how brokenness feels. Whether our bodies have been hurt by other people, or we carry the pain of
discriminations of the body (racism, sexism, abelism, heterosexism, ageism, xenophobia, classism, fear of mental illness,
poor access to medical care, food deserts, and the like), or we have come to hurt ourselves (food, addiction, or
isolation), our bodies are busted up.

In returning wounded, Jesus is not making a claim about redemptive suffering. Remember, he was a healer. God
heals. Instead, Jesus is bearing witness to social wounds, the shame inflicted by society that we carry, too. Jesus was not
annihilated by humanity, but a reflection of humanity’s cruelty. And he is guide for how we might refuse annihilation
ourselves.

In life, Jesus healed. In death, Jesus bears witness. Divine love heals us so that we may witness for ourselves and
each other, so that we may refuse shame for ourselves and each other.

May your God-given body be with you. Lift up your wounds. Receive healing from the love divine. Jesus was
brutalized. Christ is risen. Divine love comes again and again.

A Word From Your Mission and Identity Team

It's been a busy month for the folks on your Mission and Identity Team! As most of you know, much of our
Mission Task Force's focus throughout Lent was on our work with the Times Center. Hopefully, many of you found the
chance to make a difference as you helped to fund a major dishwasher repair (with money left over for other needs),
supplied the clients with 70 umbrellas to keep their belongings dry on rainy days, and helped to serve dinner at the center
throughout the Sundays in Lent. It's been quite a journey for us, hasn't it? It's been exciting to find some ways to
interface with needs in our community, and to have a chance to be God's hands in very practical ways. Watch for
upcoming announcements of ways you can be involved in the future.

Your God is Still Speaking Team has also been active as they helped to facilitate newcomers' sessions for 11 new
members of CUCC. The newcomers' group met on three different Sundays after church to share lunch and learn about
each other, our local church, and the UCC as a whole. The time together culminated with our Membership Sunday on
April 11th, when we were able to share in our new members' faith journeys, and celebrate their additions to our
community with balloons and comma cookies!  You may also have noticed the new signs on our doors and around the
inside of our building which will hopefully make our space a bit more easily navigated by visitors and others new to our
space. Our new bulletin boards will be installed in the next few weeks in the main hallway in order to improve
communication within the church community.

Our Adult Education Task Force has been busily brainstorming ideas for upcoming classes and ways for all of us
to plug in and learn more. We would love to have your assistance with any of these groups you feel called to
join! Please don't wait to be asked!

Jeanne Ward, Denise Oligney-Estill, Becky Duffield, and Jan Dobson
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Community Building

The Easter Breakfast went very well again this year with over 120 attendees. The choir even got to partake, as we
opened the kitchen at 8:30 so that they could be finished eating by their 9:00 Cantata practice. It was great to
use the church's dishes and silverware - and of course the dishwasher!

There are 57 participants signed up to attend the May 2nd Springside dinners, with 7 host families. Childcare will
be provided at church for 8-10 children, as they enjoy pizza and movies together.

We look forward to assisting with upcoming events such as the May 23rd Pentecost potluck and the barbeque
cookout after the June 13th outdoor service.

Iris Swanson continues to graciously provide for coffee hosts each Sunday and Linda Morgan and her Pastoral Care
Ministry are doing great work.

Women’s Fellowship Meeting

Community United Church of Christ's Women’s Fellowship members will meet on Thursday, May 13th at 6:00
pm in the Community UCC Fellowship Hall for their annual pot luck salad supper. Jan Wilson is hostess and will lead the
devotions. The Religious Education teachers will be honored and Sarah Noceda, Religious Education Director, will discuss
the Religious Education Program. Everyone is welcome!

“Thank You” From the TIMES Center

Dear Friends,

On behalf of the Board of Directors and the Mental Health Center of Champaign County, it is our pleasure to
thank you for your kind donation to the Mental Health Center of Champaign County. We have received your gift of
$4178.34, dated 4/11/2010, designated to the TIMES Center.

Your generosity and charitable giving reflects your commitment to those less fortunate in our community.
Through your contribution, you demonstrate both your compassion for those in need and your courage to step forward
asa community partner.

As part of a community based not-for-profit organization, the Mental Health Center is committed to helping
those in our community build lives of independence, integrity, and stability. WE are fortunate to have your support
and partnership as we continue with our mission and tradition of helping those in need throughout Champaign County.

Thank you again for your support of the Mental Health Center!

“Thank You” from Bill Creswell

Bill Creswell would like to thank everyone in the Church for their concern and prayers following his surgery.
He is progressing well and is appreciative to the Community’s thoughts and prayers throughout the last few months.

“Thank You” From the Council of Congregations

The Council of Congregations would like to thank CUCC’s Women’s Fellowship for their donation to their
programs. Their support, combined with other donations, has enabled the Council to help many members of the com-
munity with much needed assistance. The support of the Women’s Fellowship is greatly appreciated!
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Community United Church of Christ Celebrated...

° The Baptism of Luke Stout
° The Reaffirmation of Baptism of Patrick Wright

Church Life Board (CLB) 2010 Meeting Schedule

The CLB meets monthly and all meetings are open to anyone who wishes to attend. Unless indicated otherwise, all
meetings will begin following worship between 11:30 am -11:45 am in the lower level conference room at CUCC. The
schedule for the 2010 CLB meetings is as follows:

May 16, 2010
June 13, 2010
July 18, 2010
August 15, 2010
September 19, 2010
October 17, 2010
November 21, 2010
December 19, 2010

Illinois Conference and UCC News

Save The Date! Spring Association Meeting -- Eastern Association
Sunday, May 2, 2010
St. Peter's UCC, 310 N. Meadow St., Grant Park,IL

Save the Date! Illinois Conference Annual Meeting
Friday & Saturday, June 18-19, 2010
University of Illinois at Chicago, Student Center East, 750 S. Halsted St., Chicago, IL

Introducing StillSpeaking magazine
The United Church of Christ has launched a subscription campaign for its new high-end-design StillSpeaking
magazine, an oversized full-color publication. The debut issue date is late April 2010. The 88-page magazine will be
published twice annually, spring and fall. An inaugural three-year subscription is $29 if purchased before July 1st. After that
date, subscriptions will be $39 each. You may order online at ucc.org/magazine. StillSpeaking magazine promises its readers
compelling writing and expert photography, communicating stories of inclusion, involvement, transformation and the best
aspirations of the UCC, according to the Rev. ]J. Bennett Guess, UCC director of communications.

UCC Launches a New Powerful Video Spot on the Internet
On Friday, April 16, 9:00 am (ET), The United Church of Christ's

StillSpeaking Ministry will present a new and powerful video on the internet. The
expectation is that the video message initially will reach thousands of people by email,
through internet ads and posts to social networks. UCC members are urged to look
and pass the word. The first step is to visit ucc.org or check your email for a special

message offering a first peek at the spot. With your help the message about a
StillSpeaking God - a word of inclusion, justice and welcome - will reach millions.

UCC Responds to Haiti Disaster
United Church of Christ churches and individuals have responded generously
to the great need in Haiti, following the earthquake. According to the UCC national
office, the total contributions are $1,702,258. The Illinois Conference individuals and churches have given almost §100,000.




COMMUNITY
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
A JusT PEACE, PROGRESSIVE,
4 LGBTQ OPEN AND AFFIRMING
iﬁ ; CONGREGATION %@

805 S. Sixth Street, Champaign, IL 61820
Phone: (217) 344-5091 ~ FAX: (217) 344-5008
WWW.community-ucc.org

SUNDAY REGULAR SCHEDULE
9:00 am Sunday School and

Adult Small Group Meeting

9:25 am Choir Rehearsal
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