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Coming up at CUCC...

We’re “Reading the Bible Again for the First Time”
All Summer Long!

Small groups are currently forming. If you'd like to have

folks to discuss the book with, you might consider joining a

. , MARCUS J. BORG
small group. Because it’s summer, and people’s schedules e 45 gt

are filled with vacations, small groups will be setting their

own schedule. Check the parlor, or call the church office for more informa-
tion. Below is the preaching schedule for the summer. Use it to read along
with the book. You may also want to check out our blog. Pastor Leah will be
blogging on each chapter, discussing questions brought up in the text. You can

find a link for our blog on our website at www. community-ucc.org.

What’s next at CUCC...

June 13 - Chap 3: Interpreting Scripture: History and Metaphor (WORSHIP IN THE PARK)

June 20 - Pastor Leah will be with the Confirmands at the Great Lakes Regional Youth Event.
Rev. Karen Bush will be preaching.

June 27 - Chap 4: Reading the Creation Stories Again

July 4 - Rev. Tom Norwalk, one of our Associate Conference Ministers in our Illinois Conference

will be preaching about his trip to Angola

July 11 - Chap 5: Reading the Pentateuch Again (WORSHIP IN THE PARK)

See page 9 for the remainder of the sermon series.

The deadline for the next Communigram is June 21st at Noon.
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Letters from Leah

There I was on Pentecost, preaching about the Holy Spirit. I had made it clear in my sermon: the best way for us to
understand the Holy Spirit is to recognize how the Spirit works. If we merely try to define the Holy Spirit, we’ll be
missing the point. But if we can recognize the Spirit-infused moments in our own lives, we’ll be on the right track.
As I was preaching I noticed little Miranda Isaacs in the back of the sanctuary. In true toddler form, she was
bopping back and forth between her mom and the table of toys.

As I preached, she continued. Little by little, she would venture further away from Sarah, until, eventually, she
started down the aisle. This was the moment when I stopped preaching. I don’t mean that I literally stopped. I
was still speaking. Ikept going. Ikept saying what I had planned to say, ruminated on and prayed over all week
long, as I watched Miranda toddle down the aisle. What I mean by saying, “that was the moment when I stopped
preaching” is that, suddenly, Miranda was the one who was preaching.

She didn’t make a bee-line down the center aisle, intent on getting up to the chancel, the Holy of Holies, the place
where people mistakenly think God lives in sanctuaries. Instead, she took her time. Miranda crisscrossed the aisle.
She meandered. She doddled. She took her time. One by one, she stopped at nearly every pew’s end. Miranda
moved like the Holy Spirit through the sanctuary. Like the Holy Spirit, Miranda checked in with us that morning.
She moved through the sanctuary quietly. As with the movement of the Spirit, some people didn’t know she was
there, while other people surely saw the face of God when they looked her in the eye. The Spirit shows up when
we least expect it. The Spirit moves among us sometimes like the rush of wind, as with the people at the first
Pentecost, and sometimes, like a wandering toddler at our Pentecost celebration.

Of all the examples I could have given about how the Holy Spirit works, none could have been as good as that one.
That’s why, when Miranda did make it up to the chancel area, I did stop preaching, literally. All week, preparing
for that sermon, I had been praying for the Holy Spirit to move among us that day. As I watched Miranda make her
way up the aisle, I thought I had a choice. I could ignore her and just keep on going. Or, I could allow myself to
recognize the arrival of the gift that I had hoped for that day. When I allowed myself to do so, it was blessedly
overwhelming. When the Spirit moves, it often is.

Thanks, Miranda. Let’s tag-team preach again sometime.

What do you believe?

Pastor Leah issued an invitation to the congregation in May. While preaching on the story of Philip’s encounter with
the Ethiopian Eunuch found in Acts 8, she wondered, if it were us talking to the Eunuch, not Philip, what would we
say? When the Eunuch asked us for help in understanding the scriptures and his new found faith, what would we say?
When someone asks you what you believe, what do you say? This is where the invitation came in. Each member of
Community UCC is invited over the next few weeks to put pen to paper and answer the question: what do you be-
lieve? When new members join our church, we invite them to write their own statement of faith. When our young

people are confirmed, we ask them to do likewise. So, now it’s your turn. It doesn’t have to be long, or over-

detailed. It just needs to be true. When you finish, email your statement into the church office (info(@community-

ucc.org) and we’ll print a few at a time in the Communigram.
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Moderator’s Musings

At some stress-filled moment, have you had the experience of realizing you had forgotten to use important life lessons
learned?

Life is a succession of lessons, which must be lived to be understood. (Ralph Waldo Emerson)

I have found that the most important lessons are those that lead us out of pain and into happiness. That seems simple, right?
Here are some life lessons I think that can apply to all of us. I hope they will help lead you into discovering life lessons of your
own.

1. Laughter and Tears Go Hand in Hand. Many jokes start with, “There’s good news and there is bad news.” When
something unexpectedly happens to us that we consider unfortunate, we often exclaim, “You’ve got to be kidding!” It’s
amazing how often laughter and tears commingle. Have you ever wondered why we have a party (reception) after a funeral?
How could everyone be so happy on so sad an occasion? At times of loss, we need laughter as well as tears - the laughter is
what enables us to move on.

2. Be a Storyteller. No, we don’t have to be professional storytellers! For most of us, our personal stories are the most
important ones we will ever know. And it may come as a surprise to you that you are full of stories, and that those stories are
interesting. Your stories are about what happened yesterday, or about that day many years ago when you discovered you
were in love, or the first time you flew on an airplane.

From beginning to end, our lives are stories. Not all stories are happy ones, but that’s okay—our stories reflect our
lives, and sometimes our lives are sad. Even if we’re at a point in life where we find it difficult to tell happy stories, we need
to keep the stories coming. When we neglect our stories, we are wasting the precious gifts that time can bring. It is when
we are pondering our stories that we are using time to the utmost.

3. Appreciate the Moment and Be grateful. Take notice that good things that are happening right now, whether it’s a
beautiful sky, a happy child, an efficient grocery store clerk, or hitting all the green lights for a change. You do not know how
many years or days you’ll live, so live every moment fully. It’s easy to lapse into worrying about the future, or dreaming of
better things to come, or stewing in our regrets over the past while we miss the golden sunlight streaming in our window, or
don’t hear the lovely song playing on the radio.

Taking stock of all the good things in life and being grateful for them will keep each of us in the moment and could
make us happier. Know that if you choose to believe there is a gift in everything that happens to you, you will always find
one.

4. School is never over. Be curious. The 4th grade science teacher may no longer be breathing down our necks but we
are still learning. Sometimes the lessons smack us upside the head with their impact. Others times it is a slow subtle journey
to enlightenment. The best teachers are the ones who take us on a journey. I encourage you to try to be like a young child,
seeing the world through new eyes, rather than making the world fit into your expectations. This will help you learn new
things, lose assumptions, and gain new perspectives. Like school we can accept just what’s in the books or discover what else
there is to be revealed through life.

5. Believe in Angels. As a child we believe in things we cannot see, like angels. I had a Guardian Angel, who was sent by
God to protect me. But as I grew up I downplayed them as make-believe characters from my childhood. Now as a parent I am
watching my daughter experience life, and I revived my belief in angels. I think angels are an important part of life - they are
messengers of God - “prayer ambassadors.” I like that term, because I do think they play an important role as we pray to God
and God answers us.

I think of angels not as those creatures with wings, but as thoughts or impulses that tell me that things are not as
grim as I imagine them to be. Why is my favorite song playing on the radio just when I feel down? What makes the right
person come into my life at the right moment and say just the right thing? I like to think that life is an ongoing communication
with God. And so, I believe in angels.

Life is turbulent. Happiness is a result of what is happening inside of you, not what is happening on the outside. As
we enter into summer and a slower pace...ponder your life lessons and remember these mantras to live by:

“Remember to breathe. Really breathe”
“Ask for what you want; accept what you receive, and you will get what you need.”
“Serenity is not freedom from the storm, but peace within the storm.”

Blessings,
Michelle Franke, Moderator
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Church Life Board

The Church Life Board meets once a month, generally on the 3rd Sunday. (The June meeting will be on the 6th,
however.) If you would like to see the CLB minutes, you have two options. To get a copy by email, let me know at
daw30410@yahoo.com and I will add you to my distribution list. A copy of the most recent minutes will also be posted
on the Church Life Board bulletin board in the Narthex.

David Willcox, Clerk

Soup for the TIMES Center

TIMES center has gotten a lot of attention from us recently, but we also make soup for lunches twice a year, as we have done
for many years. June is the month that we generally make soup and take it to TIMES.

Any kind of soup is acceptable except cream soups which do not freeze well. I will have ice cream buckets at church
on Sunday, May 23 and 30 and into June. Or you can use your own ice cream bucket. The men love chili (and have lots of
chili powder so do not send extra), they also like any meaty, rich soup. They are working and do a lot of walking so they do
not worry about fat. You can use any kind of meat (there are also some vegetarians), with beans, pasta, rice, or whatever you
wish.

Please leave an inch of empty space in soup container, it tends to swell when frozen. Also PLEASE label your soup
with the kind it is and the date. You may take the soup to TIMES (corner of Washington and Market, by RR tracks) yourself,
or you may leave it at church in upstairs kitchen freezer (lower door of freezer) and I will see that it gets to TIMES.

Questions? Contact Janice Wilson

CROP Walk

CROP preliminary report: CUCC raised just over $2,000 this year. We had 6 walkers: Elaine and Russ Peppers, Jeanne
Ward, Patti Gropp, Jan and David Wilson. Tom Watembagh and Lauren Kordik raised money but were not able to walk.
CUCC raised $2,050 this year, thanks to generous support of walkers and those who contributed to the walkers. The CU
CROP WALK raised over $27,000 this year. The totals will be somewhat higher, more money always comes in after the main
counting.

A BIG THANK YOU to all of you who contributed to the walkers. The money goes to feed hungry people around
the world, and is organized by Church World Service, with partner agencies in each country. This is a big year for disasters
and there are many people who have no other source of food.

Janice Wilson

Temporary Office Manager
Hello! I thought I would take a few inches here to say hello and introduce myself. My name is Mary
Anderson and I have been a member of CUCC for my entire life. I have recently found myself in-between
employers and am happy to step in until a permanent Office Manager can be found or until I find something
for me. I have two boys, Brent who is 16 and a Junior at Centennial and Brady who will be starting 6th grade
at Jefferson Middle School. I am thanking you in advance for your patience as I learn the phone system,
copier and how to lay out the Communigram and Bulletin. Thank You again for this opportunity and Best
Wishes to you and your families~ Mary
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SUNDAY SCHOOL

Summer is finally here...I know it’s been rainy but I keep thinking everything will just be that much greener in the
coming months. Now that the academic year is over, our children can enjoy lightening bugs, days by the pool, fireworks,
and warm nights filled with family and friends!. Who doesn’t remember how special Summer was for us as children? And
speaking of young people...please check out our Youth Groups new Facebook page and become a fan. They have worked
hard on it and we are very proud of their technological accomplishments! The youth group will be rescheduling their
fundraiser Car Wash for later in the summer. The weather was too wet on the 15%- hopefully we have more hot and sunny
days to look forward to! The Youth Group will also continue to have their space at the Urbana Farmer’s Market this
summer. They will be selling CUCC cookbooks for $10 on intermittent Saturdays from May gth through August 7th. If you
haven’t already purchased one, please do and support their fundraising efforts. Our potential Confirmands will be attending
the Regional Youth Event from June 17-20" in Defiance, Ohio. Led by Pastor Leah, Tom Ward and myself, our youth will
have a unique opportunity to grow in understanding of our faith tradition alongside their peers.

The Sunday School program is finished as of the 6™ of June You are cordially invited to our “Heifer Halfway Party”
immediately following the service on June 6! As of May 30" we have raised over $800 for Heifer International through our
children’s Sunday offerings. That is over half of what is needed to purchase a sizable collection of animals for a family in
need. So to celebrate, on June 6" CUCC is hosting a party for the children of our church at Prairie Farm 2202 West Kirby
Avenue (217) 398-2583 from 1145am-1pm. At the farm, the children will receive a private guided tour where they can
meet all of the farm animals, finishing up with treats and goody bags in honor of Promotion Sunday. Please make time to
bring your child to this very special event!

A big “THANK YOU” to our lovely parents and children in our church family who were able to be a part of our
Sunday School service. It was a beautiful service and our children showed themselves to be excellent liturgists, greeters,
ushers, coffee hosts, and preachers all! The service was filmed and posted on our church’s YouTube channel. We’d also like
to say goodbye to Lauren Knutsen after a year and a half in our nursery-we will miss her wonderful spirit. Mr. David
Robertson will be replacing her in the nursery for the summer. A reminder to all parents that yoga will be offered on a week
to week basis this summer in accordance with our smaller population but that Children’ Choir will be offered every Sunday
this summer. In other news, CUCC is very happy to be sending Rose-Chappelle-Franke, Dara Althouse-Mehl, and Adric
Mosher to church camp! Registration forms for camp are available in the Church parlor and we would like parents to know
that the Christian Education committee is prepared to pay a portion of the registration fee for each camper. Also, Vacation
Bible School (all ages), led by Ms. Sarah ]. Noceda, is set to go at the end of June and Christian Arts Camp(ages 8-15), led by
Ms. Jodi Prosser, will follow in the last two weeks of July. Volunteers will be greatly needed (and much appreciated) for all
programs. Please watch for your special invitation to both in the coming week! Please consider signing up your children for
any or all of what promises to be more than a few great summer experiences!

Thank you for all that youdo! ~ ~Ms. Sarah |. Noceda

Children are unpredictable. You never know what inconsistency they're going to catch you in next. ~Franklin P. Jones

Letter From Old Friends

Greetings,

No matter how many years go by (9 this year) our family still considers CUCC "our " church. While we have
watched changes from afar it is still nice to see/read about familiar names. We stopped rec'ing the Communigram a few years
ago, so I am excited to see I can read it on-line.

Our daughter, Tess who was in 3rd grade when we moved has recently graduated HS. She had a change of heart from
her original plans of attending the U of I and has decided to stay home for a year and go to the local community college.

Claire was 4 when we left and will finish Junior High next year.

I am writing for suggestions/help. Karen was helpful to us several years ago in this venture. Ken teaches each sum-
mer at the School of Social Work. He once again is looking for options of a sleeping room for two- three nights (M-T) per
week during the summer semester. If anyone in the congregation knows of a place he could stay for a nominal fee we would
appreciate the suggestion.

Susan H. Culton
SIH Cancer Care Services




VOLUME 44, ISSUE 6 PAGE 6

Community Building Team Update

The CUCC Care Team, under the superb leadership of our Parish Nurse, Linda Morgan, has been doing amazing work on our be-
half. This is a small committee, but a mighty one! Here are just a few of the examples of care they have provided over the past 2
months: meal to new parents, meals to senior members, mentoring to youth, rides to church, cards sent, support group infor-
mation to new parents, visits to members in assisted living, nursing homes and also hospital visits, provided information to fam-
ily member on specific illness, coordination of moving help, email support, and provided care packages. We thank this wonder-
ful team who continue to spend many hours caring for and supporting our members and friends. We are truly blessed to have
this team. If you would like to join this care-giving group, please contact Linda Morgan. Current Care Team includes, Linda
Morgan, Ruth Gilbert, Patricia Gropp, Elaine Peppers, Becky Sheridan, Deborah Townsend, Deirdre Lanesskog and Pastor
Leah.

The Hospitality Team—mark your calendars for June 13—we will be hosting a cookout after the first outdoor service
at Hessel Park. Please bring a dish to share, your own tableservice and your own drink. The committee will provide burgers,
brats, hot dogs, buns, catsup, mustard and relish. Please contact Caryl Henkel and let her know the meats you and your family
would like ASAP so we know how much to purchase. Games for all ages will be provided—so you won't want to miss it! If
you would like to join this event organizing team, please contact Peg Wade—the more the merrier! (Hospitality Team includes
Caryl Henkel, Pat McQuillen, Iris Swanson, Linda Vaughn and Peg Wade.)

Watch for details coming up soon for this year’s Sidney Dairy Barn Bike Ride Trip with Tom Ward....only this year those
that don't wish to ride can just meet up at the Dairy Barn and enjoy the yummy ice cream.

BEDS NEEDED!

At the annual meeting in January, we voted to turn our building at 510 E. Daniel St. into a residential rental with 5 or
possibly 6 bedrooms. This means that we need some beds! For 2010, we will need 4 twin beds, 4 twin mattress sets, and
4 dressers/ chest of drawers. If you have any of these items and would like to donate them to the church, please contact
Vicky Robertson or Ken Gilbert.

Update from your Identity and Mission Team:

Your Identity and Missions Team is continuing to get things done! If you haven’t had a chance yet to serve a meal at the TIMES
shelter, or if you tried it, liked it, and want to go back again, this is your chance. Becky Duffield arranged a series of future
serving dates with Jason from the TIMES shelter. There are sign up sheets in the parlor on the table, and you can pick a date and
go to work, serving a Sunday evening meal to the clients there. The regular workers there are very friendly and happy to explain
how they do their work and show you around—no previous experience required. It’s a great opportunity for us to continue
our relationship with the folks at the TIMES!

Also under the realm of Missions, we are again providing weekly shares of locally grown produce from a Community
Supported Agriculture (CSA) farm in our area to two Women’s shelters in town. We alternate weeks taking a share to A
Women’s Fund and to The Center for Women in Transition. If you would like to be a part of delivering shares in future weeks
during the growing season, call Jeanne Ward or Becky Duffield.

3rd Annual CUCC Parking Lot Sale!

Our annual Parking Lot Sale will be taking place this year on August 21st. As ever, we are looking for your donations to
make this sale a success. Furniture and kitchen items sell particularly well, but just about anything is fair game, so keep
the church in mind as you are doing your spring cleaning. If you have any questions or would like to help with organizing
the sale, please let me know.

Vicky Robertson
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“Scenes from Seminary” by Eileen Gebbie

The path to ordained ministry has many steps. In January I applied to the CUCC Life Board, requesting that
our leadership nominate me to the Eastern Association of the Illinois Conference for “student in care” status. After
reading through my application, the Life Board interviewed me, and voted in favor of the nomination. The Life
Board also formally recognized Deb Townsend, Becky Hanson, Tom Watembach, Richard Schnuer, Deirdre
Lanesskog, and Rev. Karen Bush as my In Care Committee, the CUCC members charged with supporting and ad-
vising me along the way.

[ then submitted the same materials to the Association (our regional governing body), while Rev. Karen,
Tom Watembach, Ken Gilbert, and Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser added letters of recommendation. Earlier this
month, Rev. Leah joined me for an interview with the Association’s Committee on Ministry. I was accepted “into
care” and assigned a mentor from the committee, Rev. Paula Comper of Sauk Village’s UCC.

In addition to my ongoing service to CUCC, I will meet regularly with Rev. Paula and annually with the
Committee on Ministry. At the end of my Master of Divinity degree, I will again ask CUCC to nominate me, this
time for ordination. Papers and an oral exam with the Association follow. Ordination itself does not happen until/
unless I receive a call from a congregation.

I share all of this to celebrate the voice and role of individuals and congregations in the UCC’s development
of leaders. As Rev. Lillian Daniel writes in This Odd and Wondrous Calling, local church is “the place where disci-
ples are nurtured, grown, called, and sent out.” Even more importantly, lay and ordained leaders are equally hon-
ored.

As I finish this semester and prepare for my summer chaplaincy at Northwestern Memorial Hospital, I am
filled with gratitude for the UCC as a whole, and Community in particular. I thank each of your for your encourage-
ment, questions, and material support—including the beautiful flowers after the “in care” vote! Thank you for ac-
cepting God’s call to live in community, to see each other’s gifts, and to create spaces where we all might serve.

THANK YOU

A Note of Thanks

Last winter, I had twins who spent a long time in the NICU. The Care committee at UCC, headed
by the parish nurse, Linda Morgan, brought my family and me many excellent meals to help us
transition from having babies in the NICU to bringing our babies home. I wanted to thank heartily
everyone who helped us. Your generosity truly made the time with our newborn babies even more
joyful and less stressful. We were so touched and comforted by the many wonderful meals and visits.
We would like to pay forward all the kindness we received.

Also, we hope to be able to bring the babies to church very, very soon.

Warmly,

Beth Hogan
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Visitors From the West

Former CUCC members Lanie and John Dickel will be visiting us from Arizona on June 20th. They would love to have
lunch with anyone available after church on that day. I am exploring the possibilities of the easiest was to accomplish this-

if you have any suggestions or if you would just like to say that you are interested in joining us, please contact me.
Thanks!~ Caryl Henkel

We’re “Reading the Bible Again for the FirstTime” All Summer Long!
continued...

July 18 - Chap 6: Reading the Prophets Again for the First Time

July 25 - Chap 7: Reading Israel’s Wisdom Again

August 1 - Ellen Kordik will be preaching

August 8 - Chap 8: Reading the Gospels Again

August 15 - Chap 9: Reading Paul Again

August 22 - Celebration of CU’s Pride Festival (WORSHIP IN THE PARK)
August 29 -Youth Sunday

September 5- Chap 10: Reading Revelation Again

Adopt A Sunday For Special Music!

The CUCC Chancel Choir will be on vacation from July 18th through August 15th so as in past summers we are asking
for church members to “adopt a Sunday” to provide special music (usually anthem & offertory music in our service). We
are hoping to have Sweet Adelines and the Arts Camp for two of the Sundays but we will still have some open Sundays to

fill. Please contact Bob Smith if you would like to help with this.

Also, during the summer time, the Chancel Choir does not rehearse on Wed. evenings but we still meet at 9:25 am to

prepare music for the service. As in past summers, we welcome anyone who wishes to sing with us to show up and re-
hearse the anthem if you would like to do so. This is a great opportunity for those of you who would like to try this.
This choir members have already rehearsed the anthems and will be there to help support you.
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